
 

 

Grevillea hookeriana subsp. apiciloba               

NEWSLETTER 

Hello, and welcome to our June edition!  

Winter has only just arrived but already our 

group along with many others, are looking 

forward to spring.  There are a number of 

events and plant sales scheduled over the 

coming months, so this issue contains quite a 

few pages covering upcoming event 

information.  The Orchid Societies council of 

Victoria Inc. have mailed flyers for their next 

event and these will be available at our June 

meeting if anyone is interested. 

Planning and organising is still underway for our 

own Spring Plant Expo and Sale and you will find  

information on page 7.  A few participants have 

yet to confirm, so keep an eye on the coming 

newsletters for updates and changes. 

Pauline has been hard at work sorting out our 

APS Mitchell Group lending library.  

Unfortunately one of our books is currently 

unaccounted for.  If anyone thinks they might 

have one of our library books please see page 8 

for full details.  

Membership renewal time is also here, 

for full details see pages 2 and 13. 

Our July edition will be issued on or close 

to the second Monday (July 10th).   

Contributions both large and small are 

always enthusiastically welcomed and 

should be sent in by Monday July 3rd.  

Email contributions to: 

wattlegum@southernphone.com.au or 

post to PO Box 381 Pyalong Vic 3521. 

Cheers to all, and hope to see you at a 

meeting sometime soon,  

Jeanine :-) 

June news...! 

 Photo: Brian Weir 

Volume 4, Issue 5 

June  

2017 

June & General 

Meeting Information 

Pg   2 
 
 

Memberships Pg   2 

Science of Gardening 

course 

Pg   2 

 

May Meeting Report  

 

Pg  3 
 
 

Grevillea pterosperma Pg  6 

Reminders, APS Vic 

Diary Dates etc... 

Pg  8 

Committee & Contact 

Information 

 

Membership renewal 

Pg  8 

 

 

Pg 13 

Inside this issue: 

Mitchell Diary 

Dates.. 

• MONDAY JUNE 19th 

7:30pm MEETING 

Guest Speaker:        

Robert Bender - 

Batology: Bats, Flying 

Foxes & Sugar 

Gliders in relation to 

native vegetation & 

conservation 

• MONDAY JULY 17th 

7:30pm MEETING 

Guest Speaker:        

Attila Kapitany - 

Native Succulents  

Books & Succulent 

Plants will be 

available for sale on 

the evening. 

• SUNDAY AUG 27th: 

Wild Flower Hunt 

with Echuca Moama 

APS                   

Details to be advised 

• MONDAY SEPT 18th 

7:30pm MEETING 

Guest Speaker to be 

advised 

• SATURDAY OCT 14th                       

APS Mitchell SPRING 

PLANT EXPO & SALE 

Kilmore Memorial 

Hall  14 Sydney St, 

Kilmore  9 am - 3 pm 

• MONDAY OCT 16th 

7:30pm MEETING 

Guest Speaker to be 

advised 

 

 

A garden view from Maureen                 

Photo: Maureen Runge                    



 

 

Robert Bender will be visiting to present on micro 

Bats and Sugar Gliders. 

Robert has been President of the Friends of Wilson 

Reserve and Friends of Organ Pipes National Park 

(now past president), and has more than 20 years 

experience in flora restoration in these parks.  He has 

also been an instigator and leader in efforts to 

conserve fauna using nesting boxes at both sites (all 

as a volunteer too!). He has worked alongside many 

research students as we have grappled with the 

question of what makes a good roost for a bat and 

how do we recreate habitat that has been lost 

through the felling of hollow-bearing trees?  He is 

also currently the treasurer for the Australasian Bat 

Society.  Following the presentation will be our usual door prize plant raffle and 

opportunity for “Show & Tell” Flower Specimen Table (remember to bring labelled 

specimens) concluding with supper and chat time.   

MEETINGS ARE HELD ON THE 

3rd MONDAY OF THE MONTH  

(February to November) 

unless otherwise advised 

Commencing 7:30 pm in the 

John Taylor Room,         

Kilmore Library,                

Sidney Street, Kilmore Vic 

3764 

Entry $2.00 Gold Coin 

Guest Speaker 

Door Prizes 

Plant Sales 

Fertilizer Sales                       

(APS Mitchell Slow Release 

fertiliser $5.00 per 500g) 

Use of the APS Mitchell free 

Library (See Pauline) 

Supper & Chat 

VISITORS VERY WELCOME 

 

Members & Visitors are 

encouraged to bring along 

exhibits for our “Show & Tell” 

Flower Specimen Table   

Please label plants 

 

The end of the Financial year is fast approaching and so is the time for APS Mitchell 

membership renewal (Including ASP Vic membership renewal).  A renewal/membership 

form is included with this newsletter and fees fall due on July 1 2017.   Membership can be 

paid at a meeting, via post or direct debit - for further details see page 13. 

For membership enquiries, information and forms and please contact Christine Cram  

Ph: 5793 8270 or Email to the attention of the Membership Officer at: 

aps.mitchell@gmail.com 

Alternatively, membership information and forms can be found at the APS Mitchell website: 

http://www.apsmitchell.org.au/membership/ 

Membership Renewal Due...  
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Science of  Gardening course ... 
From Neil Humphreys 

Some of our members might be interested in this course (See link below)�  

The "Science of Gardening" course is a free on-line course run by the University of Tasmania. 

It takes approximately 4 months and incorporates lectures and selected videos from "Gardening Australia" 

I found the course to be absolutely engrossing and the knowledge I gained was amazing even though it is 
not specifically aimed at natives. 

I really do recommend Gardening Australia 

 

Regards 

Neil Humphreys  

 

http://www.utas.edu.au/science-engineering-technology/science-of-gardening 

 

Inland Freetail Bat                 
Photo: James Booth http://
natureshare.org.au/
observations/53b39859e35eb1298
4010912?
display=thumbnails&species=Mor
mopterus+sp.+3 

June Meeting: Monday 19th 7:30 pm… 
By Ian Julian & J Petts  



 

 

Monday May 15th found 14 members along with 2 guests arriving at the 
John Taylor Room for our evening meeting.  Ian opened the meeting 
and began with some news and group information.  It turned out we 
were actually one guest short.  Ian had received a phone call from 
Neutrog that morning, advising our planned guest speaker had fallen ill 
and would be unable to attend.  Moving on, there was further group 
news: 

• A word from our treasurer – Memberships expire at the end of June 

and renewal fees for the 2017/2018 year will be $47 for families & $42 
for singles. 

• We have yet to hear from APS Echuca group regarding the proposed 

August excursion but hope to have more information by our June 
meeting. 

• 2 sellers have confirmed they will be attending our October Expo & 

Plant Sale: Vaughn’s & LaTrobe Indigenous Plant Nursery. 

• A Neutrog presentation will be rescheduled, hopefully a 

little later this year. 

On the previous Saturday, Ian had been listening to the ABC 
Radio gardening program where they made mention that 
winter was a time when gardens go to sleep.  It occurred to 
Ian that this wasn’t always the case, particularly in a native 
garden. So, in place of our guest speaker had taken photos 
around his garden that day, and put together a visual tour of 
his garden… 

This current season has been good for Correa & Grevillea 
providing colour around the garden and out in the paddock 
the Tufted Bluebell Wahlenbergia communis is also 
flowering.  The garden is alive with other life forms too: 

White-browed Scrubwren 

Blue Wren- The male has blue markings and the females 
(also called Jenny Wrens) are all brown. 

Fungi 

Echidna (short beaked) 

Willy Wagtail 

Yellow-faced Honeyeater 

Grey Shrike-thrush 

Horse Dung mushroom 

Swamp Wallaby – A particular Swamp Wallaby had stayed very near the house for some 
time and had allowed Chris & Ian to get quite close to it.  It was grey around the muzzle 
and turned out to be old and blind, which was why it could be easily approached.  Ian 
vouched that although this wallaby was elderly it still had razor sharp teeth. 

Plants currently giving interest around the garden were: 
(Continued on page 4) 

May Meeting Report… Pre-winter photographic garden tour... 
                 By Jeanine Petts   
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Wahlenbergia communis 
Photo: J Petts  

Grevillea thyrsoides                                   
Photo: Ian Julian  

Banksia ‘Birthday Candles’ (B. Spinulosa form)   
Photo: Ian Julian 



 

 

Themeda triandra Kangaroo Grass 

Isotoma axillaris Rock Isotome 

Myoporum parvifolium Creeping Boobialla 

Pelargonium australe 

Banksia “Birthday Candles” (a B. spinulosa dwarf form) 

Crowea sp. 

Grevillea lanigera Wooly Bush, Mt Tamworth 

Grevillea thyrsoides 

Eremophila glabra (Yellow form) 

Grevillea fililoba 

Grevillea “Rosy Posy” 

Hakea decurrens 

Prostanthera magnifica (has been flowering for 9 months) 

Chrysosephalum semipapposum Clustered Everlasting 

Microlaena stipoides Weeping Grass 

Eremophila sp. 

Hakea “Burrendong Beauty” 

Correa glabra 

Grevillea semperflorens – A Grevillea which was bred in 
England 

Eremophila granitica 

Grevillea maccutcheonii 

Grevillea “Ned Kelly” 

Grevillea Obtusifolia (form) 

Scaevola sp. 

Goodenia ovata 

Grevillea humifusa prostrate form – Growing in a sheltered 
spot 

Acacia podalyriifolia Mt Morgan Wattle – A Queensland 
Wattle 

Eucalyptus leucoxylon Yellow Gum 

Pterostylis sp. Greenhoods – Just budding up 

Acacia acinacea Gold Dust Wattle - Flowering out of season 

Acacia sp. (a fine leaved non-local) 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 

May Meeting Report - Pre-winter photographic garden tour continued… 

Page 4  APS MITCHELL NEWSLETTER June  2017 

Corymbia ficifolia  

Grevillea fililoba                                    
Photo: Ian Julian  

Prostanthera magnifica                             
Photo: Ian Julian  

Eremophila sp.                                      
Photo: Ian Julian  

Grevillea semperflorens                                  
Photo: Ian Julian  



 

 

Grevillea “Robyn Gordon” 

Senna artemisioides Desert Cassia 

Correa “Dusky Bells” 

Correa baeuerlenii Chef’s Cap Correa 

Correa “Portland Bell” 

Grevillea victoriae 

Grevillea “Red Claw” 

With the photographic tour at an end Ian concluded by 
advising: Not everything in the garden goes to sleep in 
winter.  Some plants flower throughout the year providing 
texture and colour.  “Any questions on Grevillea, ask Brian”. 

Among specimens brought in for the Flower Table were:  A 
lovely range of Grevillea & Correa, Lilly Pilly Syzygium sp., 
Astartea “Winter Pink”, Olearia sp., Banksia marginata, 

Correa alba & Correa “Little Cate” 

Extra plants had been donated for the door prize raffle so six 
lucky members went home with their choice of:  Dodonea 
viscosa (2), Correa pulchella “Baby Pink”, Acacia acinacea, 
Hakea petiolaris & Correa “Win’s Wonder”. 

As always our evening rounded out with supper and a chat, 
which was a lovely opportunity to get to know new guests 
and catch up with other plant enthusiasts we had not seen 
for some time.   

Although we missed out on the 
planned presentation from 
Neutrog, thanks to Ian’s efforts, a 
relaxed & most enjoyable evening 
was had by all. 

(Continued from page 4) 

May Meeting Report - Pre-winter photographic garden tour continued...        
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Grevillea maccutcheonii                            
Photo: Ian Julian  

Grevillea humifusa                                 
Photo: Ian Julian  

Grevillea victoriae                                   
Photo: Ian Julian  

Senna artemisioides                                
Photo: Ian Julian  

Above: Correa pulchella var.                    
Below:  Correa alba                   
Photos: Ian Julian  

May 2017 Meeting Flower Table                    
Photo: J Petts  
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Plant Bio: Grevillea pterosperma…     
By Jeanine Petts 

Grevillea pterosperma 

Family:  Proteaceae   

Pronunciation:  Grevillea: grev-ILL-ee-uh  pterosperma:  ter-oh-SPER-muh  

Derivation of name:  The genus Grevillea was named for Charles Francis Greville, co-founder 
of the RHS in 1804.  pterosperma: from the Greek words pteron (wing) and spermus (seed) 

Common Name: Desert Grevillea or Desert Spider-flower  

Grevillea pterosperma is an erect, 

branching shrub growing 2-4 meters 

high, which is found in all states except 

Queensland and Tasmania.  Leathery 

alternating leaves can be simple, flat to 

linear of 7-18cm long, 0.5-2mm wide or 

sometimes lobed with 2-6 linear lobes.  

Spikes of white to cream spider flowers 

occur June – January with the main flush 

during September-November. 

Coming from Mallee scrub areas, 

Sandhills, Sandplains and found growing 

in yellow or red sands it is very drought 

hardy and requires well drained soil and 

full sun.  It is also moderately frost 

tolerant and both bird and butterfly 

attracting.   

Propagation is by scarified seed or 

cuttings.  G. pterosperma is one of a 

number of species which can be grown 

from seed without pre-treatment. 

However, pre-treatment will enhance and 

speed germination.  There are a number 

of methods for scarifying Grevillea seed 

and the book Growing Australian Native Plants from Seed by Murray Ralph is an excellent reference 

regarding the variety of treatment options for these seeds (a copy is in the APS Mitchell Group Library 

and available for borrowing).   

 

Reference: 

http://davesgarden.com/guides/botanary/ 

https://florabase.dpaw.wa.gov.au/browse/profile/2077 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grevillea_pterosperma 

https://vicflora.rbg.vic.gov.au/flora/taxon/e19841ca-f9b2-45ec-82d7-ee4295f4fb85 

http://plantnet.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au/cgi-bin/NSWfl.pl?page=nswfl&lvl=sp&name=Grevillea~pterosperma 

http://keys.lucidcentral.org/keys/v3/scotia/key/Plants%20and%20Fungi%20of%20south%20western%20NSW/Media/Html/
Grevillea_pterosperma.htm 

Growing Australian Native Plants from Seed.  Murray Ralph  ISBN 978 0 646 42866 6 

Native Plants THE DEFINITIVE GUIDE TO AUSTRALIAN PLANTS. Global Book Publishing Pty Ltd  ISBN 978 174048 027 7 

Grevillea pterosperma                                                                                  
Image: https://florabase.dpaw.wa.gov.au/browse/profile/2077 

Photography by B.A. Fuhrer, M Hislop & P.G. Armstrong.                    
Image used with the permission of the Western Australian Herbarium, 
Department of Parks and Wildlife (https://florabase.dpaw.wa.gov.au/help/
copyright). Accessed on Friday, 9 June 2017. 



 

 

APS Mitchell  

Annual Spring Plant Expo & Sale  
October 14th, 2017 

9 am - 3 pm 
Kilmore Memorial Hall   

14 Sydney St, Kilmore  

                  

Native Plant & Flower Displays 

 

 BirdLife Australia Display 

 

Kilmore Art Society Display 

Art by Local Artists: 

Themes of native fauna, flora and Aussie landscapes 

 

Plant, Book  & Art Sales  

APS Victoria - Books 

Joan & Peter Broughton, Ironstone Park - Unusual Native Plants 

Kilmore Art Society - Art by local artists 

La Trobe indigenous plant nursery - Indigenous tube stocks 

Vaughn’s Australian Plants - Rare & Unusual Native Plants 
 

Entry $2.00 (Children free)      -      Door Prizes      -      Raffle  

 

Volunteers will be needed to assist with: Donations of specimens for floral display & Nuts & 

Seeds display, Setting up on Friday October 13th (from 12pm), also on Saturday October 

14th with Ticket Sales/Entry, Plant Sales, Catering (Tea & Coffee), Pack up & Clean up etc. 

                                                

Enquiries & further information please contact Ian Julian: Ph 0438 270 248 



 

 

September 2 - APS Wilson 

Park Plant Sale, Wilson 

Botanic Park, Princes Hwy, 

Berwick.  9am - 4pm. 

September 2 & 3 - 

September Bendigo Native 

Plants Group Flower Show, 

Rotary Gateway Park, 26 High 

St, Kangaroo Flat. 

September 9 & 10 - Yarra 

Yarra Group Australian Plants 

Expo.  Eltham Community & 

Reception Centre, 801 Main 

Rd Eltham. 10am-4pm 

September 16 & 17 - 

“Springtime in Bpangerang 

Country” Quarterly gathering 

and AGM. Hosted by APS 

Wangaratta 

September 23 & 24 - Bendigo 

A P S VIC DIARY DATES… 

June 17 - Committee of 

Management meeting in the 

Morning.  Afternoon tea to 

celebrate APS Victoria’s 60th 

birthday in the afternoon 

hosted by APS Melton & 

Bacchus Marsh.   

June 24 & 25 - APS Ballarat 

Winter Native Flower and 

plant sales.  Robert Clark 

Horticultural Centre, Ballarat 

Botanic Gardens. 10:30am-

3:30pm.  $5 entry fee includes 

tea or coffee.  

July 22 & 23 - Friends of the 

RBGV Cranbourne Gardens, 

Winter Plant Sale.                  

10am - 4pm                 

(Melways 133 K10) 

Committee & Contact Information 

Newsletter contributions: 

Contributions should be sent to Jeanine Petts 

Email: wattlegum@southernphone.com.au 

Post:  PO Box 381, Pyalong Vic 3521   

For inclusion in the next Newsletter please forward contributions prior to the first Monday of each month.   
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Reminders, A P S Victoria Diary Dates & Other Events 

Committee Members 

President:       Dawn McCormack       

 

Vice President:       Vacant           

 

Secretary:       Ian Julian      0438 270 248                   

 

Treasurer/Memberships:         

        Christine Cram          5793 8270              

Committee:         Bill Barker, Pauline Maloney, Jeanine 

        Petts, Norbert Ryan. 

Group Librarian:    Pauline Maloney 

Plant Sales:        Brian & Lorraine Weir    5783 2912 

Newsletter Editor:  Jeanine Petts          5785 1434 

AUSTRALIA� PLA�TS SOCIETY, MITCHELL GROUP I�C.   

PO Box 541, Kilmore, Victoria, 3764               �o. A0054306V 

Email:     aps.mitchell@gmail.com 

Website: www.apsmitchell.org.au  

Thank you 

• For the various 

contributions of 

articles, answering 

pesky questions, event 

information, photo’s, 

feedback, proof-

reading, researching & 

providing other 

information as needed 

and general support...                                             

                

A BIG THANK YOU TO:                                                      

Christine Cram,        

Neil Humphreys,           

Ian Julian,                         

Barbara Mau,           

Pauline Maloney,        

Paul Piko,          

Maureen Runge,                 

Brian Weir      

 

Native Plants Group 

Australian Flower Show.  

Kangaroo Flat Primary 

School, 60 Olympic Parade, 

Kangaroo Flat.  Plants, 

pottery and book sales.  

9:30am-5pm.  Entry $3 

October 7 & 8 - APS 

Grampians Group Pomonal 

Native Flower Show, 

Pomonal Hall. 9:30am - 5pm. 

October 14 & 15 - Friends of 

the RBGV Cranbourne 

Gardens, Spring Plant Sale.  

10am - 4pm               

(Melways 133 K10) 

Continued page 9... 

 

Missing library 

book... 
Pauline has been diligently checking and 
updating our APS Mitchell Group Library 
catalogue and has discovered the following 
book  is missing:  The Proteaceae of the 
Sydney Region, Alec M Blombery & Betty 

Maloney 

If anyone has seen 
or knows the 
current 
whereabouts of our 
copy please advise 
Pauline and or 
bring the book back 
to a monthly 
meeting as soon as 

possible   

 



 

 

 

Other Events continued… 
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Other Events continued… 
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