
 

 

NEWSLETTER 

IŜƭƭƻ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлнл ϧ 
ŜŀƎŜǊƭȅ ŀǿŀƛǝƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎ ŜŘƛǝƻƴΦΦΦ 

²ŜƭƭΣ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ Ƙŀǎ ŘŜŬƴƛǘŜƭȅ ǎǇǊǳƴƎΗ WǳŘƎƛƴƎ ōȅ 
ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘŜƳǎ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŜŘƛǝƻƴΣ ƻǳǊ Ƴƻǎǘ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 
ƻŦ ƴŀǝǾŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ƭƻǾƛƴƎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ϧ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƘŀǾŜ 
ōŜŜƴ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǾŜǊȅ ōǳǎȅΣ ϧ ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ 
ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ǝƳŜΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ōŜŜƴ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 
ŀ Ŧŀōǳƭƻǳǎ ŀǊǊŀȅ ƻŦ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ 
ǎƘŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇΦ  hǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅΣ 
ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎΣ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǝǾŜ ōŀƴŘ ƻŦ ƘŜƭǇŜǊǎ ǿŀǊƳǎ Ƴȅ 
ƘŜŀǊǘ ϧ L ŀƳ ǾŜǊȅ ƳǳŎƘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ǝƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ L Ŏŀƴ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƛƴ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΦ  
Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƴǝƳŜΣ L ǎŜƴŘ ƘǳƎŜ ǾƛǊǘǳŀƭ ƘǳƎǎΣ ŘŜŜǇΣ 
ŘŜŜǇ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ϧ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ 
ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƳŜ ƪŜŜǇ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ ǎƻ 
Ŧǳƭƭτ{ŜŜ ōŀŎƪ ǇŀƎŜΣ ǇƘƻǘƻ ŎǊŜŘƛǘǎ ϧ ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘƛǎ ŜŘƛǝƻƴΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƻǊǎ ƴŀƳŜǎτ.ƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳǊ 
ƎƻǊƎŜƻǳǎ ǎƻǳƭǎΦ  

¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǳƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅ 
ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ /ƻǾƛŘ-мф ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǝƻƴǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƛƴ 
hŎǘƻōŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƻ 
ǇƻǎǘǇƻƴŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǇŜŘ ŦƻǊ hŎǘƻōŜǊ DŀǊŘŜƴ ±ƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ 

5ŀǿƴ aŎ/ƻǊƳŀŎƪΩǎ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ǳƴǝƭ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ 
ƴƻǝŎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀƴ 
ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ŀǎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅ ǿƘŜƴ 
ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜǎǳƳŜΦ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƴǝƳŜ 
ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƪŜŜǇ ȅƻǳǊ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴǎ 
ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƛƴ ς лƴƭȅ н ŜŘƛǝƻƴǎ ƭŜƊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ȅŜŀǊ ƴƻǿΦ  ¢ƘŜ hŎǘƻōŜǊ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
ŘǳŜ ŦƻǊ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻƴ ƻǊ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ 
aƻƴŘŀȅ hŎǘƻōŜǊ моǘƘΣ ϧ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴǎ 
ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǳƴǝƭ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ hŎǘ фǘƘΦ  9Ƴŀƛƭ 
ǘƻΥ ǿŀǧƭŜƎǳƳϪǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴǇƘƻƴŜΦŎƻƳΦŀǳ  

±ƛǊǘǳŀƭ ƘǳƎǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭΣ ǎǘŀȅ ǎŀŦŜΣ ǿŜƭƭΣ ϧ LΩƭƭ 
ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ  /ƘŜŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ƴƻǿΣ  WŜŀƴƛƴŜ  
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Inside this issue: 

Mitchell Diary 
Dates.. 

Due to the ongoing 
COVID-19 

(Coronavirus) 
situation: The  APS 

Mitchell Group 
Spring Plant Expo & 

Sale has been 
Cancelled.  Meetings, 

outings and other 
gatherings continue 
to be suspended 

until further notice.  
Advice will be sent 

via email should 
conditions change 

before our next 
newsletter issue 
date. 

Activities remaining 
in the diary are 

subject to potential 
postponement or 

cancellation, being 
wholly dependent 

upon government 
health advice and 
instruction of the 

time: 

¶ October Garden 

Visit to The garden 

of Dawn 
McCormack is 
postponed until 

further notice. The 
visit will hopefully 

be rescheduled 
when conditions 

allow.   

¶ NovemberðAGM 

Date, format & 
further details to 

be confirmed.  

Spring has sprung in the Barker garden 

Photo:  B & B Barker  

5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜ ŀ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ŀǊǝŎƭŜ ƻƴ aƻƴǳƳŜƴǘ Iƛƭƭ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ wŜǾƛŜǿ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ 
уǘƘΚ  ¢ƘŜ ŀǊǝŎƭŜ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǿƻǊƪ ǊŜƭŀǝƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŀǊŜ 
ŀƴŘ ŜƴŘŀƴƎŜǊŜŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ aƻƴǳƳŜƴǘ IƛƭƭΣ 
ŀƴŘ ƴŜǿƭȅ ŜǊŜŎǘŜŘ ǎƛƎƴŀƎŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōƛƴƎ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΦ   
Lǘ ƛǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀǳǎǇƛŎƛƻǳǎ ϧ ǇƭŜŀǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
ƻƴŜ ƻŦ tŀǳƭ tƛƪƻΩǎ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎ ƎǊŀŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ 
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ōƻŀǊŘΦ  /ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ tŀǳƭ ϧ 
ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ 
ǿƻǊƪ ŀǘ aƻƴǳƳŜƴǘ IƛƭƭΦ  ±ŜǊȅ ǿŜƭƭ ŘƻƴŜΗΗΗ 
¢ƘŜ ŀǊǝŎƭŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ ƭƛƴŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ 
ǿŜō ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΥ  
https://ncreview.com.au/2020/09/08/endangered-
species-in-clear-sight/ 

Email: mitchell@apsvic.org.au             PO Box 541, Kilmore Victoria, 3764 

    Website: www.apsmitchell.org.au                                     Inc# A0054306V 

Did you see the article on 
Monument Hill in the NCR? 

mailto:wattlegum@southernphone.com.au
https://ncreview.com.au/2020/09/08/endangered-species-in-clear-sight/
https://ncreview.com.au/2020/09/08/endangered-species-in-clear-sight/


 

 

Owing to the current COVID-19 (Coronavirus) situation; 

all meetings, outings and gatherings of APS Mitchell District Group continue to 
be suspended until further notice.   

Further advice regarding APS Mitchell activities will be 
provided via monthly newsletters and/or email. 

In the interim, keep busy in your gardens and around 
your homes, stay safe and healthy. 

Weôll be looking forward to seeing everyone hale & 
hearty in the future, hearing about how your plants have 
grown, gardens progressed, and any other projects you 
may have undertaken.  We will plan to resume activities 
as soon as government heath department advice and 
instruction declares conditions safe for social gatherings 
and acceptable to resume.    

Planting a wildlife friendly garden definitely pays dividends in attracting visitors to your 
garden, as seen locally, & shared by two of our members; Maureen Runge & Paul Piko:  
The Echidna pictured below left visits Maureen & Hans every year (Photo by Maureen 
Runge).   
Photos of visiting fauna from Paul Piko; Clockwise from top right: ñPeek-a-Rooò, a 
Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo stopping in for a feed, & a Butcher Bird.                      
(See page 6 onwards for more photos shared by Maureen & Paul). 
 
Please note: Photos by 
Paul Piko are subject to 
copywrite.  Authority 
must be sought & given 
to reprint or use them. 
www.piko.com.au . 
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Hopefully everyone has completed their 2020/21 membership renewal & emailed forms along 

to Christine at mitchell@apsvic.org.au or popped a hardcopy in the mail to:  APS Mitchell 

Treasurer, PO BOX 541 Kilmore Vic 3764.  Members should be receiving their quarterly 

edition of APS Victoriaôs Growing Australian in the Mail during SeptemberðIf your copy 

doesnôt arrive your membership may have lapsed, & you may need to check your membership 

status.                                                                                                                                       

For all membership enquiries, information, please contact Christine Cram:                      

Phone:  0458 238 270 or Email to the attention of the Membership Officer:  

mitchell@apsvic.org.au   Membership information, forms and contact information can also 

be found at our website. http://www.apsmitchell.org.au/membership/   

Memberships...  

Page 2 APS MITCHELL NEWSLETTER September    2020 

Meetings remain suspended until 
further notice...  

Gardens for Wildlife News... 
 

Coronidium scorpioides - 

Button Everlasting   

Photo: J Petts   15/9/20                        

http://www.piko.com.au
mailto:mitchell@apsvic.org.au
mailto:aps.mitchell@gmail.com
http://www.apsmitchell.org.au/membership/


 

 

Our first garden snapshots for this month have 
been shared by Russell Waité 

 

At right is Astus subroseus, Russell advises he 
collected this in 1995 south of Coolgardie before 
it was named: Initially it was known as ñsp 
 Baeckeaò and is only found growing over a very 
small area.  The original specimen was located 
growing in sand, in a depression under 
Eucalyptus.  The species grows to 1.5m high 
and flowers for about 3-4 months of the year.  

 

 

The Eremophila pictured below is a plant that 
came up in one of Russellôs friends garden, and 
it is a hybrid between E. glabra (Canning Stock 
Route form) and crossed with E. nivea.  The E. 
glabra x nivea is called ñPink Panthaò and grows 
to just over 2m high and flowers for about 9 
months.  

 

 

In the photo of the E. ñPink Panthaò bush  
(below), to the left is a grey bush, Eremophila 
waitii. Both Eremophila specimens pictured are 
grafted.   

 

 

 

(Continued on page 4) 

Garden snapshots ... 
                 Photos from APS Mitchell members & friends...  
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Below & Below right: Eremophila glabra x nivea òPink Panthaó                                

Below in left of picture: Eremophila waitii                       

Photos & narrative : Russell Wait 

Above & below: Astus subroseus                            

Photos: Russell Wait 



 

 

Next for your viewing pleasure 
are photos taken by Tim 
Wollington in Dawn McCormackôs 
lovely garden.  As you will see, 
Dawn & Tim have continued to 
keep busy and the garden is 
looking delightful.  There are a 
few Grevillea pictured that Dawn 
would greatly appreciate some 
assistance recalling the species 
names (see photo credits).  If 
anyone recognises a species 
please let us know.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 

Garden snapshots continuedé 

Page 4  APS MITCHELL NEWSLETTER September    2020 

A Grevillea with cream flowers             Photos:  Tim Wollington 

Grevillea òLemon Dazeó (Standard)      Photos:  Tim Wollington 

A Grevillea with red flowers                  Photos:  Tim Wollington 

Above & Below:  Grevillea tenuiloba 

(Standard)  Photos: Tim Wollington 



 

 

Acacia leprosa is in full flower & 
looking stunning in Dawnôs 
garden (see below right).  

The recently constructed 
ornamental bed has been dubbed 
ñMonument Hillò & the plantings 
are blooming.   

A new addition to the garden is 
an insect hotel.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 

Garden snapshots continuedé 
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A Standard Grevillea with red flowers      Photos:  Tim Wollington 

A Standard Grevillea with dainty white flowers     Photos:  Tim Wollington 

Acacia leprosa  òScarlet Blazeó      Photos:  Tim Wollington 

Above: Dawnõs òMonument Hilló 

Below:  A new insect hotel   

Photos: Tim Wollington 



 

 

Garden snapshots continuedé 
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Paul Piko has spent time taking photos of 
local native flora & visiting fauna in recent 
weeks, & is generously sharing more lovely 
snaps with us this monthé 

Pictured at right is Common Heath Epacris 
impressa, our Victorian Floral Emblem. It is 
found in a range of colours including white, 
pinks & red.   

Some of our other local species including:     
A Hibbertia & Hovea, a few Pterostylis 
Greenhood Orchids, a Drosera Sundew, & one 
of our native lilies Wurmbea dioica Early 
Nancy are pictured below.  

(Continued from page 5 

(Continued on page 7) 

Epacris impressa  pink & white forms      

Hibbertia obtusifolia                    Hovea heterophylla Pterostylis nutans                        Pterostylis pedunculata 

Pterostylis melagramma           Wedged-tailed Eagle  Drosera sp.                                 Wurmbea dioica 

Photos: Paul Piko                                                                                                                                                     

N.B. These photos are subject to copywrite & authority is required for their use.  www.piko.com.au 

http://www.piko.com.au


 

 

Along with Kangaroos, some of the birdlife 
Paul photographs in Hidden Valley include: 
Wedge-tailed Eagle, Kookaburra, Magpie, 
Cockatoo, New Holland Honey-eater, Butcher 
Bird, Eastern Rosella, Rainbow Lorikeet, & 
Crimson Rosella.  Not all are pictured in this 
edition, as a few more shots are saved to 
share in our October newsletter. 

Last, but by no means least for this month, 
are two more garden view images from 
Maureenôs delightful garden in Kilmore. 
Pictured at bottom row; A white form of 
Hardenbergia violacea currently looking 
stunning in full bloom, & an Acacia just 
budding up. 

(Continued from page 6)  

Garden snapshots continuedé 
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Kangaroos - Mother & Joey                                                  

Photo: © Paul Piko  www.piko.com.au 

Garden Views -   Hardenbergia violacea white form                              An Acacia in bud                                   Photos: Maureen Runge 

Eastern Rosella                            Crimson Rosella            

Photos: ©Paul Piko  www.piko.com.au 

Kookaburra                                  Rainbow Lorikeet          

Photos: ©Paul Piko  www.piko.com.au 

http://www.piko.com.au
http://www.piko.com.au
http://www.piko.com.au


 

 

Tricoryne elatior or Yellow Rush-lily 

Tricoryne is a genus that is native to Australia and New Guinea, 6 of the 
eight species occur in Australia. They are classified in the Asphodelaceae 
family of perennial herbs that includes Dianella, Bulbine, Xanthorrhoea 
and succulents such as Aloe. The genus name is derived from the 
description of the fruit which is divided into three segments literally 
ñthree clubbedò; elatior implies height.  

T. elatior grows to 40cm with a short, thick rhizome, growth is tufted 
and the wiry stems are slightly grooved with a few flat leaves towards 
the base, smaller on upper branches. The flowers consist of three petals 
and three similarly coloured sepals, the six stamens have feathery 
appendages below the anther. The remnant dead flowers twist spirally 
around the ovary.  

This species is of widespread occurrence throughout Australia, except 
NT, in open woodlands, grasslands and heaths. It is a relatively 
inconspicuous plant, appearing grass-like but subsequently noticed for 
its bright yellow flowers that occur for an extended period during spring 
and summer. In The Flora of Melbourne it is suggested for use in mass 
planting or planting in drifts, other descriptions recommend its use as 
ground cover or in rockeries. However seedlings are not 
commonly listed among species available from indigenous 
nurseries, with the exception of the CRISP Nursery in 
Ringwood. Greening Australia lists the species as being difficult 
to grow from seed, instead propagation from rhizomes is 
recommended. However seeds are available from Nindethana 
Seed Company WA and smoking is recommended to aid 
germination. 

The illustrations 1-3 are from plants growing in open grassland 
in Hidden Valley, in an area previously used for grazing. The 
flowers are fairly numerous, long-lasting, occurring in groups of 
2-10 per branching stem. The fruit capsule containing 4-6 
seeds, remains green for an extended period even when ripe, 
seeds are black.  

 

Reference sources: Flora of 
Melbourne (Marilyn Bull); 
Vicflora; Wikipedia; and 
Greening Australia. 

 

Yellow Rush-lily ... 
By Norbert Ryan   
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Tricoryne elatior   Picture 2.  Numerous flowers 

late in season, when fully opened appear as 6 

petals, actually 3 petals, 3 sepals   Photo: N Ryan 

Tricoryne elatior   Picture 3. Mature plant virtually 

indistinguishable from surrounding grasses. 

Tufted growth, slightly grooved stem, short 

leaves towards base.                     Photo: N Ryan 

Tricoryne elatior  at Pyalong 30.12.2018 

Photo: J Petts 

Tricoryne elatior   Picture 1. Flowers 

open in full sun, this early morning 

photo (late February) shows partially 

opened flowers plus developing 

seed capsule also note the twisted 

dead flower enclosing its ovary, to 

the left of a cluster of seed capsules.                   

Photo: N Ryan 


