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¶ In line with 

ongoing Covid-19 
advice, restrictions 

may apply or affect 
APS related events.  

If in doubt, please 
contact us (see 
contacts list on 

page 13.)         

¶ Please note: 

meetings will be 

held under the 
requirements of 
our Covid safe 

facility plan; please  
read the plan (from 

page 18) prior to 
attending.  

¶ MONDAY MAY 17th 

7:30pm Meeting - 

Guest Speaker: 
Paul Piko 

ñSearching for 
Spider Orchidsò  

¶ MONDAY JUNE 21st 

7:30pm Meeting - 

Guest Speaker to 
be advised.  

¶ SATURDAY 

OCTOBER 16th -
APS MITCHELL 

SPRING PLANT 
EXPO & SALE 

Above: Conostylis robusta               

Below: Dampiera pedunculata           
Photos: Royce & Jeanne Raleigh 

Growing Eremophila, the new 
Russell Wait book, is coming 
soon. This is a reference book 
with all Eremophila species, 
subspecies, hybrids and 
undescribed species currently in 
cultivation. 
For registration of interest, 
orders and information Email 
Russell Wait at: 
eremophilabook@gmail.com 

Email: mitchell@apsvic.org.au             PO Box 541, Kilmore Victoria, 3764 

      Website:  www.apsmitchell.org.au                                        Inc# A0054306V 

GROWING 

Eremophila 
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With Februaryôs snap lockdown behind us, APS Mitchell is very 

pleased to announce that Paul Piko will now be returning at our 

upcoming May meeting, to present on:  

ñSearching for Spider Orchidsò. 

Paul Piko is a native orchid enthusiast, and former committee 

member of the Australasian Native Orchid Society Victoria 

(ANOSVic). You might have seen some of his flora and fauna 

photos in the APS Mitchell newsletters.  

In this talk, Paul presents some of the orchid conservation 

activities that are being carried out in Victoria by individuals and 

organisations such as the Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria, 

Bush Heritage Australia and ANOSVic.  We will focus on some rare 

Spider Orchid species from the Goldfields.  We will also hear about the 

discovery of a new location of a seldom seen Red Spider Orchid in 

Mitchell Shire, and the plans to expand the search for it this year.   

The meeting will be held under the guidelines of our Covid safe facility plan.  Please read 

the plan (see back pages) prior to attending, & RSVP to Ian Julian:  Ph: 0438  270 248 or 

email: apsmitchell@gmail.com to assist in managing numbers.   

Members & visitors are encouraged to bring along specimens for our evening ñFlower 

Tableò. 
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For all membership enquiries & information, please contact Christine Cram:                

Phone:  0458 238 270 or Email to the attention of the Membership Officer: 

mitchell@apsvic.org.au    

Membership information, contact information, and current membership form can also be 

found at our website: http://www.apsmitchell.org.au/membership/   

Memberships...  
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May Meeting: Monday 19th 7:30pmé 

Gardens for Wildlife News... 
 

Caladenia clavescens                  

Photo: ©Paul Piko  
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It was great to see a slightly larger turnout than in April, with around 15 people come along to our May meeting.  Again, Russell 

Wait brought along a range of delightful plants from his specialist Eremophila nursery for sale.  As the meeting began, Norbert 

welcomed us all, announcing the great pleasure of having Royce and Jeanne Raleigh visit us, travelling all the way from their 

property, Wartook Gardens in the Grampians.  As he handed the floor over to Royce, Norbert also noted (for those of us who 

may not be aware) that Royce regularly authors a series of articles in APS Victoriaôs Growing Australian magazine. 

Royce began by sharing that he and Jeanne had both been school teachers, then ran a ñfarm stayò together whilst their ñgarden 

passion ran amokò, eventually creating Wartook Gardens as it is today.   

The opening slide shown was lovely image of Phebalium nottii, a pink flowered species 

endemic to NSW and QLD.  Royce clarified that this species is not yet growing at Wartook, but 

that a visit was made to Marylin Spragueôs Wildflower farm as part of this trip, where they 

obtained a specimen from her.  Royce further added that P. nottii is also found in a white form 

as well as its usual pink.   

Providing a little more background history, Royce went on to explain that he and Jeanne lived 

in Montrose during the early 1970ôs, and were active members of the Montrose Environmental 

Group, along with Roger Elliot who was running the Austraflora Nursery. 

Roger had found a 10 acre plot of land at The Grampians, selling for the princely sum of 

$1,472.00.  To purchase it, Roger formed a Co-op of families, each buying in at $20.00 per 

family.  Royce and Jeanne happily became members of the Co-op, spending many times 

camping on the property with their own 3 children (then under age 5).  At times, along with 

other families, these trips involved 60-70 people.  When stopping in Horsham on one such trip, 

Royce and Jeanne visited a local estate agent, who advised them that a local farmer was 

about to commence selling newly subdivided land at nearby Wartook.  At that time Royce was 

teaching with Reg, Roger Elliot's father.  He mentioned to Reg that land had become available 

at Wartook but he couldn't quite afford the deposit.  Reg immediately took out his cheque 

book, lending Royce the sum needed to help meet the deposit, and now the rest is history. 

The next two slides shown, were of a view from the property as it first was; a clear view 

across paddocks to the mountains. The second slide shows the same view as it is today; bare 

paddocks no longer in sight, instead a garden full of stunning colour, with the background 

trees and mountains beyond.   

The question was posed: Did you have a plan?  The answer being: not really, the only plan 

was to create a well-drained garden.  To achieve this, pathways were formed by digging down, 

with the excess soil then being added to the garden beds.  A three-inch deep layer of scoria 

(7mm fines) was used as mulch.  Over subsequent years 1200 tons of scoria has been 

delivered then shifted by wheelbarrow to cover the garden beds at Wartook.  Scoria has been 

chosen because it is highly permeable, allowing water to leach through to the soil underneath. 

It's a non-flammable mulch and also favours germination of seeds from the garden plants. 

Initially there were some problems with plants not growing well when sited at the edges of the 

garden beds.  Help was sought from Roger Elliot, who suggested that at the height of 

Summer, the soil temperature at the edges of unprotected garden beds was simply too high.  

To solve the problem, the beds were all edged with logs.  As soon as the logs went down 

there were no further plant growth issues, and the logs also helped keep the scoria in place. 

Next, Royce began to take us on a glorious A-Z photographic tour of individual species.  

Starting with a stunning image of Acacia lasiocarpa, a species from WA.   

In a side note, there is great benefit in joining a plant Study Group such as the Acacia Study Group, which is free to join, 
(Continued on page 4) 

April meeting report - Lesser known plants for the garden ... 
                 By Jeanine Petts  
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Acacia lasiocarpa                          

All photos: R & J Raleigh 

Phebalium nottii 

Above:  Wartook Gardens 1973 

Below:  Same view 40 years later 



 

 

providing you are a member of an APS District Group (some other study groups may charge a 

small fee for printed newsletters).  Each Study Group has an experienced leader, some 

groups organise field trips, garden visits and the like, with members sharing & learning from 

each other. (See Growing Australian for further information on Study Groups.)                              

Continuing on, further species were: 

Acacia pulviniformis ï Grows in damp areas, is very 

prickly, folds and spreads over logs. The original plant 

was sourced from Bill Pye. 

Anigozanthos ñRegal Clawò ï The first hybrid ever 

produced, a cross between A. flavidus and A. preissii.  

Royce has a photo of A. preissii taken at Albany Cemetery 

WA. 

Babingtonia camphorosmae Camphor Myrtle ï A small 

shrub with arching branches and pink flowers that is 

endemic to the south west of WA.  (Pictured in last 

monthôs newsletter) 

Beaufortia cyrtodonta ï From the Stirling ranges in WA, 

and makes a great show of red flowers. 

Beaufortia sparsa ï Also from WA, and produces another 

great display with orange to red flowers appearing in 

summer and may extend into autumn. 

Beaufortia purpurea ï Has small flowers at the tip of 

branches.  It responds well to watering.  (Pictured in last 

monthôs newsletter) 

Beaufortia shaueri ï Another small shrub from the Stirling 

ranges in WA with mauve or pink flowers. It flowers in 

November at Wartook.  (Pictured in last monthôs 

newsletter) 

Beaufortia squarosa ï Is striking when in flower and is 

found in red, yellow and white flowering forms.  

Boronia anemonifolia subsp. variabilis ï Is from the east 

coast of Tasmania and found in rocky sites.  It is long 

lived, and makes a great display in flower.   

Boronia megastigma lutea ï From WA with lemon yellow 

flowers.   

Calytrix depressa ï Is found from Geraldton to Esperance 

in WA, with a variety of flower forms ranging from pinks, 

blue-violet, yellow-white.  

Calytrix drummondii ï A yellow flowered species from WA. 

 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 

Calytrix drummondii                        
All photos: R & J Raleigh 

April meeting report continued... 
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Beaufortia sparsa Beaufortia squarosa  

Boronia megastigma lutea  Boronia anemonifolia subsp. variabilis  

Calytrix depressa  

Acacia pulviniformis 

Anigozanthos òRegal Clawó Beaufortia cyrtodonta 
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Calytrix fraseri ï A small shrub again from WA.  It doesnôt 

seem much of a plant until in flower, when it is covered in 

pink to purple flowers. 

Calytrix sapphirina ï Another WA species with pink-blue-

purple flowers.  It is not currently growing at Wartook 

Gardens; however, it is on the ñwould love to growò list. 

Calotis cuneifolia ï Endemic to NSW, a species once 

found in nurseries. 

Billardiera variifolia ï A WA moderate climber that likes 

good light, and has lovely blue-purple or white to cream 

flowers.  

Calothamnus homolophyllus ï Endemic to WA, and has 

an upright habit, fleshy green leaves, and red claw 

flowers. 

Chamelaucium uncinatum ï Is from WA, and there are 

both costal and inland forms.  Both are growing at 

Wartook.  The coastal form can have bigger foliage than 

the inland form.  Flower colour ranges from white into 

pinks, with colour often deepening with age.  

Chamelaucium megalopetalum ï Again from WA, with 

both white and pink flower forms that bloom for long 

periods. 

Conostylis aculeata ï From WA and the genera is in the 

same family as Kangaroo Paws.  At Wartook Gardens, 

Conostylis species are proving easier to grow than 

Kangaroo Paws.  

Conostylis bealiana ï A hardy plant from WA that flowers 

from winter into spring.   

Conostylis robusta ï Also from WA and the largest of 

Conostylis species. (See photo pg.1) 

Conostylis setigera ï Often sold under the name of Lemon 

Lights. 

Conostylis setosa ï Again from WA, and the only White 

Conostylis 

Conostylis vaginata ï From south west WA. 

Coopernookia polygalacea ï Grows near Ravensthorpe 

WA.  Coopernookia are related to Dampiera. 

Dampiera adpressa ï From the Pilliga NSW, and QLD.  

 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 

Dampiera adpressa                               

All photos: R & J Raleigh 
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Dampiera altissima ï Is endemic to NSW & QLD. There 

are two foliage forms; one green, the other grey.  

Dampiera linearis ï Another WA species.  It puts on a 

terrific display of blue flowers and fits in small areas.   

Dampiera pedunculata ï A low growing WA species that 

reaches three inches high and bears masses of purple 

flowers. (See photo pg.1) 

Dampiera rosmarinifolia ï Native to both Victoria and SA.  

Grows to 2m across, and is found in a variety of colour 

forms; blues, white & pinks.   Dampiera in particular are 

thriving at Wartook Gardens. Take soft tips for cutting 

material. 

Dampiera sacculata ï From WA, a species that naturally 

suckers widely.  

Dampiera teres ï Endemic to WA (north of Perth), The 

blue flowered form grows to 1m spread.  The pink form is 

not as vigorous.  Dampiera come back after fire.   

Darwinia oldfieldii ï A WA species that needs frost 

protection and is grown under other sheltering plants at 

Wartook. 

Darwinia taxifolia subsp. macrolaena ï Is found in both 

QLD and NSW. It bears prolific red flowers.  

Diplolaena velutina ï A WA species that is hard to find for 
sale. 

Epacris impressa ï Our Victorian State Floral Emblem. 

Along with Victoria, it is found in SA, Tasmania & NSW.  

Royce made a point of saying this species should be 

grown more often in gardens.  A very old specimen at 

Wartook has lived long enough to develop two-inch stems, 

and has grown to between six to eight feet high. 

Epacris longiflora ï Ranges from eastern NSW to south-

eastern QLD. There are three colour forms; pink & white, 

red & white, and all white.  

Eremaea asterocarpa subsp. histoclada ï Has orange 

flowers and comes from the Geraldton Sand Plains of WA.  

(Not yet grown at Wartook, but on the wish list.) 

Eremaea fimbriata ï Roger Elliot used to propagate this 

pink to pink-purple flowered WA species.  It is now hard to 

find seed or cutting material for propagation.  It has urn-

like, woody seed capsules, and the urn needs to rot or 

requires fire to propagate.   

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 

Eremaea fimbriata                                      
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Eremaea beaufortioides ï Orange flowered, and endemic 

to WA. 

Eremaea purpurea ï A WA species that grows quite 

readily.  Most Eremaea flower in summer. 

Eremaea violacea ï Endemic to WA.  The younger 

branches have a hairy form, and flowers are a deep 

purple colour.  

Gastrolobium truncatum ï A great WA pea-flower well 

suited to cascading over banks or logs etc.  

Gossypium sturtianum ï AKA Sturtôs Desert Rose, and is 

found in all states except WA and Tasmania. 

Grevillea preissii subsp. glabrilimba ï A WA Grevillea that 
puts on a great display over winter-Spring of bright red 

flowers, contrasting against silvery foliage. 

Hibbertia selkii ï A small upright Hibbertia with 
orange/yellow flowers, occurring over a small range in 
south west WA.   In June Royce & Jeanneôs daughter 
found and photographed this six-inch high specimen in 
the Stirling Ranges.  It is on the wish list to grow at 

Wartook. 

Homoranthus flavescens ï Occurs in QLD and NSW. A 
great plant with a low flat-topped habit that would suit a 
Japanese styled garden.  Usually reaching 1m or a little 
more in width, however, it has been seen to reach 7m 

across in optimum conditions.  

Hovea acanthoclada ï Royce & Jeanne obtained seed 

from Nindethana Seed Service to propagate this spiny 

stemmed species from the southwest of WA.  Its mostly 

purple or blue flowers occur in autumn. 

Hovea pungens ï A prickly blue-purple flowered species 

from WA that sets lots of seed. 

Hypocalymma puniceum ï A small spreading shrub from 

inland south western WA that grows to 1m . It bears 

gorgeous masses of pink-red flowers from summer into 

autumn. 

Hypocalymma xanthopetalum ï This golden-yellow 

flowered species from WA bears flowers for 12 months of 

the year at Wartook Gardens.   

Isopogon anemonifolius ï Is endemic to NSW coastal 

regions and holds its striking yellow drumstick flowers 

above the foliage.  It needs more rain in summer than usually falls at Wartook. 

(Continued from page 6) 
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Isopogon dawsonii ï Is another NSW species and bears 

soft creamy cone-flowers.  It grows to 2m, seedlings 

come up in the garden and its leaves turn red with the 

winter cold at Wartook. 

Kennedia prostrata white form ï This species generally 

has red flowers and is found in all states excepting QLD 

and NT.  Although the white form is not that floriferous, it 

does set plenty of seed, and white in the garden is useful 

to set off/highlight other coloured flowers.  

Kunzea pauciflora ï Has pink flowers and is endemic to a 

small area on the south west coast of WA.  In the garden 

it grows to 1m high.    

Kunzea ericifolia ï Has an upright form, hairy foliage and 

yellow flowers. It is endemic to the south west costal 

corner of WA, and is sometimes sold under the name of 

K. vestita. 

Lechenaultia biloba ï From WA and is naturally found in a 

range of colour forms; commonly in vivid blues, paler 

blues, blue & white & pure white.  

Lechenaultia ñUltra Violetò ï Is a hybrid developed by 

Greg Lamont in Gosford NSW during the mid-1980ôs, and 

is a cross between L. biloba and L. formosa.  Jeanne 

related that a specimen planted at Wartook had been 

thought lost, and was then cut off at ground level, but up it 

came the next year.  So Jeanneôs advice is: Donôt pull out 

dead plants, just cut them off.  They may reshoot and 

surprise you. 

Lechenaultia formosa ï Also from WA and is found in a 

variety of colours; red, orange, yellow and pinks.  The 

species is easy to propagate from cuttings.  

Leionema dentatum ï Grows to 2.5m tall and is from 

NSW.  It is planted in the wrong spot at Wartook so is 

regularly pruned.  

Malleostemon roseus ï A WA species that makes a great 

display of pink flowers, but is hard to propagate.   

Melaleuca barlowii ï Endemic in the northern area of 

south west WA, and holds pink-mauve-purple pom-pom 

flowers at the end of branches.   

Melaleuca conothamnoides ï A WA species that is slow 

growing, long lived and keeps its rounded shape. 

 

(Continued from page 7) 
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Melaleuca conothamnoides         
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Melaleuca micromera ï An interesting and unique 

Melaleuca from the south west of WA.  It has tiny leaves 

and bears a profusion of small yellow flowers.  Easy to 

propagate from cuttings as it strikes very well. 

Melaleuca eximia ï A WA species that has lovely red 

flowers and longer strap-like foliage.   

Melaleuca leptospermoides ï A low growing spreading 

shrub from WA that reaches to 2m across, and bears 

masses of purple-pink flowers.  It never needs 

supplementary watering at Wartook. 

Melaleuca macronychia ï A medium sized shrub growing 

to 3m from WA that bears large red flower spikes.  It can 

get straggly, and can be cut back as it will reshoot 

following a hard pruning. 

Melaleuca spathulata ï Endemic to WA, grows to 2m high 

and is very showy in flower, bearing masses of bright 

mauve pom-pom flowers.  

Melaleuca urceolaris ï A low spreading shrub endemic to 

the south west of WA.  This species bears prolific pale 

cream flowers that develop a pinkish tinge as they age.   

Micromyrtus ciliata ï A low growing, small shrub with 

softly arching branches.  Endemic to NSW, Vic and SA, it 

bears masses of small white flowers that age to pink.   

Micromyrtus leptocaylx ï Is endemic to QLD, has yellow 

flowers and a semi-weeping habit.  It suffers in the frost at 

Wartook. 

Mirbelia floribunda ­ï Is another plant on the Wartook 

Gardens wish list and not yet being grown.  Seen growing 

road-side in WA, the species is endemic and widespread 

across the south west of WA.  It bears vibrant blue-purple 

pea-flowers that contrast against its tiny whorled leaves.  

Mirbelia oxylobioides ï Endemic to NSW and Victoria, it 

has two forms; spreading low growing (six inches high at 

Wartook), or upright growing to 1.5m.   

Olearia asterotricha ï Endemic to Victoria (including Halls 

Gap) and a limited range in NSW, this small shrub bears 

large blue-mauve or white daisy-flowers with a 2-inch 

diameter. (Not yet grown at Wartook Gardens & on the 

wish list) 

Olearia astroloba ï Is a very rare endangered sub-alpine shrub endemic to the Tambo River 

region where it grows on cliffs.  Blue-mauve-violet, pink or white flowers contrast against its greyish foliage.    

(Continued from page 8) 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Olearia homolepis ï Is endemic to WA and makes a great 

display of blue or white flowers. It is grown under a large 

Eucalyptus at Wartook Gardens.  

Olearia pimeleoides ï This species bears white flowers, 

and is endemic across WA, SA, Victoria and into QLD.  

Although Royce & Jeanne keep losing specimens grown 

at Wartook, it is a great plant. 

Persoonia chamaepitys ï Is endemic to NSW and is found 

in yellow and orange colour forms, with the orange 

flowered variety being the prettier of the two.  The flowers 

can be subtly fragrant and contrast against bright green, 

fine, soft foliage.  

Pimelea physodes ï AKA Qualup Bell, is from the 

Fitzgerald River region in WA, and has stunning 

pendulous flower heads.  Successful specimens in 

cultivation are all grafted.    

Petrophile fastigiata ï A 35-year-old garden specimen of 

this was recently lost at Wartook.  It is endemic to the 

southwest of WA, and puts on a great show of yellow 

cone-flowers.   

Petrophile pulchella ï Is endemic to coastal NSW and 

south eastern QLD. It has an upright form and produces a 

profusion of creamy flower spikes.  (Ed. A differentiating 

ID feature from Isopogon, is that Petrophile retain mature 

seed cones on the plant, whilst they are shed in 

Isopogon.) 

Pileanthus peduncularis ï Is a fabulously showy plant 

when bearing its masses of coppery orange flowers.  It is 

a low spreading shrub growing to 1m and endemic to the 

mid west coast region of WA. 

Phymatocarpus maxwellii ï With its pink to purple pom-

pom flowers, this species in the Myrtaceae family 

resembles many small Melaleuca. Endemic to the south 

west of WA, it is widespread across the Esperance and 

Ravensthorpe regions.  

Pseudanthus pimeleoides ï A small erect shrub from 

NSW that grows to 1m high, and bears creamy-white 

flowers.  A great white flowering plant for setting off other 

colours in the garden. 

Pultenaea polifolia ï While this species is endemic to both NSW and Vic, it is widespread in 

eastern NSW and considered uncommon/rare in Victoria being only found in the far north east 

corner.  It bears masses of yellow/orange-red egg and bacon flowers.   

(Continued from page 9) 
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Pultenaea polifolia                         

All photos except Pileanthus 

pedunculata  R & J Raleigh  

Pileanthus pedunculata  Images:    

Ruth Raleigh  
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