NEWSLETTER

Email: mitchell@apsvic.org.au

Website: www.apsmitchell.org.au

EVENING MEETINGS

3rd MONDAY OF THE MONTH
(February to November unless otherwise
advised) at the

John Taylor Room, Kilmore Library,

Sydney Street, Kilmore Vic 3764
7:15 pm: Doors open

7:30 pm: main presentation

Entry $2.00 Gold Coin
Guest Speaker
Door Prizes
Plant Sales
Use of the APS Mitchell free Library
Supper & Chat
VISITORS VERY WELCOME

Members & Visitors are encouraged to bring
along exhibits for our “Show & Tell” Flower

Y. AUSTRALIAN PLANTS SOCIETY
MITCHELL GROUP INC.

PO Box 541, Kilmore Victoria, 3764
Inc# A0054306V

May / June
news!

Welcome to the July newsletter!

Hoping that everyone is weathering the cold
and enjoying some rain for the garden!

Reminder for the 15t FJC Rogers Seminar
from 2nd — 3vd August. Please see page 5 for
details.

Brian is after specific pots for the Spring
Expo — please see page 5 for details

Please remember to renew your
memberships (details page 10)

We are still interested in showcasing “before
and after” photos of gardens that have
introduced or expanded native plants.

Thanks Debbie for your article starting on
page 6. If anyone else would like to share

Volume 12 Issue 2

Specimen Table (Please label plants).

their story, please send photos/stoties to

newsletterapsm(@gmail.com.
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Happy reading, Mary & Warren

Contents
Mitchell Diary Dates 1

Next MEeting ..o 5

Gardens for Wildlife: A before & after garden...6
Save the datel! 12
APS Victoria Diary Dates & Other Events....... 12

Environmental Activities 14

Nurseries further afield .......ccoevvvverevevennene. 15

Local Nurseties ... 15

Committee & Contact Information.................... 15

Membership Instructions 16



mailto:mitchell@apsvic.org.au
http://www.apsmitchell.org.au/
https://www.mitchellshire.vic.gov.au/community/protecting-our-natural-environment/environmental-events-and-education/gardens-for-wildlife-g4w-program
https://www.mitchellshire.vic.gov.au/community/protecting-our-natural-environment/environmental-events-and-education/gardens-for-wildlife-g4w-program
https://www.mitchellshire.vic.gov.au/community/protecting-our-natural-environment/environmental-events-and-education/gardens-for-wildlife-g4w-program
mailto:newsletterapsm@gmail.com

APS Newsletter May 2025 Page |2
Meetings:

May 19" Meeting:

Presenter: Robyn Tyson Vice President APS Victoria

Flora of the Mornington Peninsula with special reference to the Epacris family.

Robyn Tyson had expressed a desire to visit our group, as part of her responsibility for managing APS Victoria. We
were very appreciative of her attendance, especially considering the distance travelled to reach us.

Robyn described Ecological vegetation classes (EVCs). An EVC is
the standard unit for classifying native vegetation types in Victoria.
Incredibly there are over 60 EVC’s in the Mornington Peninsula (see
Maps below). In line with this diversity there are nearly 700 species of
native plants in the Mornington Peninsula, representing almost one
fifth of Victoria's flora. Robyn illustrated some of the more
predominant EVC types seen on the peninsula.

Her presentation showed many plants and some unusual fungi of the
Mornington Peninsula Details can be seen in Robyn’s article in
Australian Plants, Summer 2024/2025, Vol 32 No 261,pages 368 —
376. For those that have misplaced their copy or do not have this
journal, many similar photos and explanations can be seen by
exploring the Mornington Peninsula Shire website Natural

Environment & Biodiversity - Mornington Peninsula Shire (again

with Robvyn’s contribution to this work)

Urknowm fungus
Photo from Robyn Thson

For further details about EVCs please see either
Robyn’s article as mentioned above or the
Department of Energy Environment and
Climate Action (DEECA) website at Bioregions
and EVC benchmarks

.~ M:J\";. -

Dneages frome Plants of the Peninsula - Momington Peninsula Shire



https://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/Environment/Natural-Environment-Biodiversity
https://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/Environment/Natural-Environment-Biodiversity
https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/biodiversity/bioregions-and-evc-benchmarks
https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/biodiversity/bioregions-and-evc-benchmarks
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Show and Tell flower specimens

Despite the cold, we had a rich collection of flowers provided. Apologies to those who brought in specimens that
have not been listed.

Eremophila species

-

Grevillea thyrsoides ssp pistulata
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Show and tell flower specimens cont....

Scaevola albida
‘Mauve clusters'

i Casuarina glauca
‘Cousin it’

- Spyridium
coactilifolium §
° Hypocalymma
xanthopetalum

Isotoma
axillaris

. L >
Tetratheca s A

Goodenia

thymifolia varia
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Next Meeting

Then next Mitchell meeting will be help on July 21 2025:
Mike Williams will be talking about “Allan Cunningham, Botanist and his journeys”.

Allan Cunningham was an early English Botanist (1791-1839) and explorer in the tropics and predominantly in
areas of eastern Australia. He described 139 plant species from 5 genera. Other authors used his extensive plant
collections to describe a further 317 species from 6 genera.

“EPACRIDS"
2nd & 3rd August 2025

Peninsula Community Theatre, Mornington Victoria

& Q.
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The 15th FJC Rogers Seminar is focussed on Australian Heaths, and will be hosted by Australian Plants Society (APS)
Mornington Peninsula District Group.

Reminder for the 15" FJC Rogers Seminar from 2™ — 3" August. For bookings and further details please see the
website at: 15th FJC Rogers Seminar 2025, on Epacrids | Australian Plants Society Victoria

Does anyone have spare of either of these pots ?

If anvone has either of the following,

super tubes 160 mm x 65 mm sq or the bottomless pots 150mm tall 90 mm sq

E
v '
that they no longer requure, @

I would be happy to take them off your hands

It's time to start planting for the 2026 Expo (True)

€ Thank you & Cheers, Brian


https://apsvic.org.au/fjc-rogers-seminar-2025/
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Gardens for Wildlife: A before & after garden

Debbie’s small garden before (2019) and currently (2025) By Debbra Packham

I moved into my unit in Kilmore in August 2019. My unit is part of a
development of 16 three-bedroom houses built in 2002, each on their
own tiny piece of land. It has a small front and back garden totalling

approximately 150 square metres.

I was used to sandy soils that had been market gardens so the clay soil
in Kilmore is very different requiring me to totally rethink my planting,
watering and mulching. Roses thrived here, as did the Salsify. My
gardens were white pebbles, roses, Salisfy, and Lilies. It was something
that I wanted to change as soon as I decided to buy the property.

My plan was to have a mixed native and exotic front garden (as the
neighbours all love the roses) and a totally native back garden. I want to

ARy ‘
have a small patch in the front garden which I use for growing a few Front Garden 2019 - the houseis West facing

encourage as many birds, insects and other creatures as I can. I also

vegetables.

Under the pebbles was black builders’ plastic, clay, and in
places builder’s rubble. My first job was to remove the
pebbles and the plastic and return some nourishment back
into the soil (clay) in the front and back gardens. I manually
shovelled all the pebbles into a wheelbarrow and gave them
away to neighbours who seemingly liked and wanted them.
After removing the plastic, I soaked newspaper in Seasol,
covered that in old cow manure collected from my sistet’s
farm, and then put pea straw over the top.

Front garden 2025

In the front garden I have Eucalyptus Baby Blue,
Grevillea, Westringia, Hakea, Callistemon, and Kunzea
species. Alsowattles, a Myoporum tree, a Tasmania
cypress-pine, the Roses, Hebe (which will go eventually),
an ornamental grape vine, and herbs — parsley, thyme,
mint, oregano, rosemary and coriander, also tomatoes
which self-seed and give me lots of fruit.

Front garden locking southeast - 2025
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Debbie’s small garden before (2019) and currently (2025) cont ..

I have used Castlemaine rock as stepping
stones in the back garden and have a new
timber deck with lots of curves built into it.
Whilst the deck reduced the area available for
planting, it allows me to have several different
areas to sit depending on the weather, the
season and the temperature. My idea was to
have a wild native back garden with a bit of
everything — a small feature tree, grasses,
understory shrubs and ground covers. I have
planted a hedge of Lilly Pilly (more about them
later), Other species used are Mentha australia
(native mint),Banksia, tea tree, bottlebrush,
Cortrea, grasses, bulbine and chocolate lily,

Grevillea, Eremophila, native violets, Scaevola,
Melaleuca, Brunonia, the local pincushion plant, Back garden 2019
Eucalyptus Baby Blue, etc.

I am very pleased with the way the Banksia Birthday Candles are growing in the back garden. After three years it has had its
first flower and is looking healthy, expecting many more next year. The indigenous Blue Pincushion plants (Brunonia
australis) are managing to self-seed which is very exciting. The Baby Blue in the back garden was given to me as a sickly tube
stock. I am very happy that it survived and has after three years, decided to grow. The local white heath is another plant that
has done very well in the back garden as it is
now about 75 cms tall.

As for the Lilly Pilly, well it was always going to
be a bit of a battle. I planted 13 Syzygium
“Straight and Narrow” to be the buffer between
the very close house on my back fence and my
house. I covered them with frost cloth for their
first two winters and then decided that they

| were probably strong enough to survive the
frost. The frost does kill off the tops of the
trees, but they come back in the Spring and
Autumn. Unfortunately, the Lilly Pilly Beetles
have found the trees and I'm in a battle with the
beetles which 1 sadly don’t think I’'m winning. I
am thinking that over the long term, I will
replace them with other tall narrow plants —
Callistemon Slim, Grevillea Candelabra, other
suggestions are more than welcome.

Back garden 2025 I am also very surprised at the speed at which
the Eucalyptus Baby Blue has grown in the
front garden. Itis supposed to be a small one! I am not so sure as it is about 4 metres and has only been in for a couple of
years. If it gets too big, the plan is to coppice it. The front has been planted with the aim of creating a soft barrier between
the driveway which is used by 10 other units and my front living spaces. It seems to be working though I am still waiting for
the Banksia and Callistemon and Bottlebrush to grow and provide that barrier.

I have seen an increase in wildlife which includes Eastern Spinebill, New Holland Honeyeaters, Crimson Rosella, Wattlebird,
Silver eyes, an unidentified tiny brown bird, Blue Wrens, Ravens, unfortunately sparrows, statlings, Indian minas and black
birds. I have seen some geckos, and a couple of blue tongues. I have also seen many insects including Blue Banded Bees,
Hover flies, and various butterflies and moths. In the last couple of days, I have been visited by Blue Faced Honeyeater who
is enjoying the flowers of the Baby Blue. I've not seen one of these before. (These have also been recorded as nesting at the
Monument Hill reserve in Kilmore.)
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Debbie’s small garden before (2019) and currently (2025) cont ..

Whilst I have had many plant losses, I am surprised by what is doing particularly well. I have to remember to only buy small
plants — max 3-4 mtrs high and not too many more as the garden is filling up very nicely. I am looking forward to seeing it
mature over the next few years.

Back Garden 2025
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Debbie’s small garden before (2019) and currently (2025) cont ..

Here’s what is flowering in the back garden in April 2025 —

Grevillea

Brachyscome multifida Py 4 rhyolitica
————— — — - . “Deua Gold”

Debbie’s
Back
Garden
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Debbie’s small garden before (2019) and currently (2025) cont ..

FIl owering in thAper iflrond25 ar den
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Debbie’s small garden before (2019) and currently (2025) cont ..
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APS Victoria Diary Dates & Other Events

Thank you

A big thank you to
everyone who has
contributed to this
newsletter. For the various
articles, expertise,
questions, event
information, photos,
feedback, proof-reading,
researching & providing
other information as
needed and general
support...

APS VIC DIARY DATES...

APS Victoria endeavours to
keep event status updated on
the APS Victoria website:
https://apsvic.org.au/events

VA

Checking with the event
organiser is advised.

APS Heathcote Inc. meets
every 2nd Tuesday of the
month at Heathcote
Mechanics Institute Hall, 121
High St, Heathcote.
Commencing 7:00pm. For
further information see their
Facebook page:

https:/ /www.facebook.com/

Australian-Plants-Society-
Heathcote-Inc-

102380169043080/
Phone: 0419 878 950 or Email:
heathcoteaps@outlook.com

2 & 3 August - 15th FJC
Rogers Seminar 2025 on
Epacrids

Hosted by APS Mornington
Peninsula in the Peninsula
Theatre, 91 Wilsons Road,
Mornington.

30 August — APS Heathcote
host APS Victoria Committee

of Management Meeting and
AGM.

6 September — APS Cardinia
Region Plants Sale,

Akoonah Park, 2 Cardinia
Street, Berwick.

Sept 13 & 14 APS Yarra Yarra
Plants Expo

Eltham Community & Reception
Centre 801 Main Rd,
Eltham. 10am-3pm

20 & 21 September - Angair
Wildflower and Arts Weekend.
10am — 4pm. Anglesea Memorial
Hall, McMillan Street. Anglesea
3230

18 October — APS Ballarat
Spring Flower Show.

Robert Clark Horticultural
Centre, Ballarat Botanical
Gardens, Gillies Street, Ballarat.
(Next to the Conservatory). 10am
to 4pm. Native Plants for sale.

8 & 9 November — Yarra Valley
Plant Fair and Garden Expo.

9 am to 4 pm. Venue to be
confirmed.
www.yarravalleyplantfair.com.au.

Save the date!!

16 — 24 August, 2025
Banksia Week,

Royal Botanic Gardens, Cranbourne
Enter via cnr Ballarto Road and Botanic Drove,

Cranbourne, Victona, Australia

Includes plant sales, plant walks, exhibitions and

displays in the auditorum.

ANPSA 2026

Biennial Conference and Seminar

24 to 28 August 2026

Bus trip to a

Behind the Scenes tour at

Melbourne Royal Botanic
Gardens

Dretails to be confirmed

in Alice Springs
“Amazing Arid Australia”
hosted by APS SA & APS Alice Springs.

Presentations from past conferences can also be

found at:

ANPSA Biennial Conference and Seminar



https://apsvic.org.au/events/
https://apsvic.org.au/events/
https://www.facebook.com/Australian-Plants-Society-Heathcote-Inc-102380169043080/
https://www.facebook.com/Australian-Plants-Society-Heathcote-Inc-102380169043080/
https://www.facebook.com/Australian-Plants-Society-Heathcote-Inc-102380169043080/
https://www.facebook.com/Australian-Plants-Society-Heathcote-Inc-102380169043080/
mailto:heathcoteaps@outlook.com
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Save the date cont ...

Australian Plants Societi 1<
Mitchell Group Inc (ﬁ

Annual Spring
Plant Expo & Sale
Saturday 6 September

9.00am—3.00pm

Wallan Multi-purpose
Community Centre
42 Bentinck St, Wallan

Native Plant Floral Displays
Australian Native Plant Sales

Gardening & Plant Book Sales
FREE ENTRY

Website: www.apsmitchell. org au Contact aps.mitchell @gmail .com

B Bendigo Bank
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Environmental Activities

28" July 2025

National Tree Day

Established in 1996, Planet Ark's National Tree Day
has grown into Australia's
largest community tree
planting and nature care
event. The program is a call
to action for all Australians
to get their hands dirty and
give back to their

N
A4
S

E

/ community.

o

For more
: details see _ :
" website: Our Story - National Tree Day

If you wish to join in see further details
activities at: Find a site near you -
National Tree Day

Mitchell Shire Council Chittick Park Seymour:
National Tree Day 2025 with Mitchell Shire Council |

Mitchell Shire Council

or

Upper Plenty Merri Catchments Landcare Group at
1120 Wallan - Whittlesea Road, Upper Plenty

Upper Plenty Merri Catchments Landcare Group
Tree Day Site Details

September 1* 2025
National Wattle Day

For more details see: About National Wattle Day -
Wattle Day

Photos by

October 20 — 26

Backyard Bird Count: more details are at the
Birdlife Australia website: Aussie Bird Count — Aussie
Bird Count 2025

£ 4

November 7 — 16" 2025

Frog ID Week: Hosted by the
Australian Museum, is
Australia's biggest frog count.
Held annually, it's when anyone
with a smartphone can help
record frog calls through the
free FroglD app, and help
better understand frogs and

environmental health around
the country. It aims to monitor frog populations and
distributions over time, helping us to understand how
frogs and their ecosystems are responding to a
changing planet.”

Further information is at: FroglD Week | Australian

Museum FroglD Project

November 8 — 16 2025

Australian Pollinator Week: Featuring a pollinator
count and pollinator photography competition, details
can be found at: Australian Pollinator Week | 8 — 16
November 2025



https://treeday.planetark.org/about/
https://treeday.planetark.org/find-a-site/
https://treeday.planetark.org/find-a-site/
https://www.mitchellshire.vic.gov.au/discovermitchell/awards-ceremonies-and-events/events/national-tree-day-2025-2?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Green%20Scene%20eNews%2002%20July%202025_2&utm_content=Green%20Scene%20eNews%2002%20July%202025_2+CID_cb1620bb2c7daa48b179cfe5eb31b5f0&utm_source=Council%20enews%20links&utm_term=BOOK%20ONLINE
https://www.mitchellshire.vic.gov.au/discovermitchell/awards-ceremonies-and-events/events/national-tree-day-2025-2?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Green%20Scene%20eNews%2002%20July%202025_2&utm_content=Green%20Scene%20eNews%2002%20July%202025_2+CID_cb1620bb2c7daa48b179cfe5eb31b5f0&utm_source=Council%20enews%20links&utm_term=BOOK%20ONLINE
https://nationaltreeday.org.au/site/10031026
https://nationaltreeday.org.au/site/10031026
https://wattleday.asn.au/about-national-wattle-day/
https://wattleday.asn.au/about-national-wattle-day/
https://aussiebirdcount.org.au/
https://aussiebirdcount.org.au/
https://www.frogid.net.au/frog-id-week
https://www.frogid.net.au/frog-id-week
https://www.australianpollinatorweek.org.au/#:~:text=8%E2%80%9316%20November%202025%207%20%E2%80%9315%20November%202026%206%E2%80%9314,unique%20insect%20pollinators%20during%20our%20southern%20spring%20%28November%29.
https://www.australianpollinatorweek.org.au/#:~:text=8%E2%80%9316%20November%202025%207%20%E2%80%9315%20November%202026%206%E2%80%9314,unique%20insect%20pollinators%20during%20our%20southern%20spring%20%28November%29.
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Local Nurseries ...

Pl ease remember to support
l ronstonfeéeRaemrk & Joan Brought
Specialising in rare, unusuc
Lot 33 Paling Rd, Heat hcot e.
Cal |l Pete on Ph: 0419 878 9¢
appointment or arrange to he
Russel FEMWamophila specialist
Rus s el IErgernoowpsh 6 b sne s@raenvd al rade d
does occasionally have a s me
Held in his garden is the Bc
for Plant Trust: which, he F
years. 11 Tranter Close, Ri ¢
Open by appointment: Visitec
arrange access. Ph: 0428 38¢
A & B Trees,( LHeatShpddtleane)
Specialist grower of Central
3 Thompsons Lane, Heat hcot e.
Ph: 03 5433

Brian & Lorraine Weir

Weiryi Hobby Nursery.
Specialising in grafted rare
Ph0427323511.

Committee & Contact Information
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Commi ttee Members
President: Norbert R¥Y&28 180
Vice President:

Secretary: lan Juli &438 270
Emasielccr et ary @apsmitchell . or gl
Assistant Secretary:
Treasurer: Christin®468am38
ExpeorQo nat odreebbi e Packham
Gener al Committee: Janis Bak
Group Librarian: Vol unt ece
Newsl etter Madiyo&:Warren RoOb
Pl ant SaJModsunt eer position o
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Nurseries further afield

Edendale Indigenous Nursery:

Edendale Community Environment Farm, 30 Gastons
o n )Rd, Eltham VIC 3095.

Open 7 days 10am to 4.30pm Phone:9433 3703

E: Nursery.edendale@nillumbik.vic.gov.au

Web:https:www.edendale.vic.gov.au/Nursery

Nangak Tamboree Wildlife Sanctuary &
Indigenous Nursery:

La Trobe University, Melbourne (Bundoora) campus.
Access is via La Trobe Ave (near the roundabout on
Main Drive).

Open: Sunday to Friday, 10am-3pm (some public
holidays may affect opening hours).

Ph: (03) 9479 1206

Email: wildlife@latrobe.edu.au

Web

nursery

Euroa Arboretum:

2203 6&r_ecers 3E@Mapigl.:c om. a W6 Euroa Main Road, Euroa.

Their retail nursery Opens Monday & Thursday 12-
5pm. April to October each year. (Note that the
nursery closes November to March.) A plant catalogue
& further information is available on line at:
http://euroaarboretum.com.au/plant-order-form/ &
http://euroaarboretum.com.au/plant-nursery

Goldfields Revegetation:

Located at 230 Tannery Lane,

Mandurang Vic 3551.

Open 7 Days a Week 10am to 4pm.
Ph:(03) 5439 5384

Email: info@goldfieldsrevegetation.com.au
Website:

http:

Western Plains Flotra

TLocated at 628 Wildwood Rd, Wildwood Vic 3429
Supplying indigenous plants from the northern and
western regions of Melbourne including the Macedon
Ranges.

Retail now open

Hours: By appointment only and pre-order plants
Ph: 03 9740 3178

a U Email: admin@wpflora.com.au
Mike's Native Nursery
Sales by appointment.
Ph: 0418 372 262,
Email: mikwilliams@optusnet.com.au
| d be sent to Mary &
com


mailto:Nursery.edendale@nillumbik.vic.gov.au
https://www.edendale.vic.gov.au/Nursery
mailto:wildlife@latrobe.edu.au
https://www.latrobe.edu.au/wildlife/indigenous-plant-nursery
https://www.latrobe.edu.au/wildlife/indigenous-plant-nursery
http://euroaarboretum.com.au/plant-order-form/
http://euroaarboretum.com.au/plant-nursery/
mailto:info@goldfieldsrevegetation.com.au
http://www.goldfieldsrevegetation.com.au/index.asp
mailto:admin@wpflora.com.au
mailto:abtrees3@tpg.com.au
mailto:secretary@apsmitchell.org.au
mailto:newsletterapsm@gmail.com
mailto:mitchell@apsvic.org.au
http://www.apsmitchell.org.au/
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https://apsvic.org.au/membership/
https://shop.neutrog.com.au/wp-login.php
http://www.apsmitchell.org.au/

