
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mitchell 
Diary Dates 

Please Do Not 
attend 

meetings if you 

are unwell, 
especially with 

cold/flu 
symptoms. 
 
 

 

Sept 15th  

Evening meeting 
G4W 

Guest Speaker: 
Ron Litjens 

Faunscaping 
your garden 

 

Oct 20th TBC 

 

 

Nov 11th  

Evening meeting 
AGM 

Guest speaker: 
Luis Mata on 

Pollinators 
 

 
Dec EOY 

Get together 

Sunday 7th ? TBC 

Sept  
2025  

 

Volume 12 Issue 3 

NEWSLETTER 
 AUSTRALIAN PLANTS SOCIETY 

MITCHELL GROUP INC. 

PO Box 541, Kilmore Victoria, 3764 

Inc# A0054306V 

Email: mitchell@apsvic.org.au 

Website:  www.apsmitchell.org.au 

July/Aug 

news! 
 

 

 
The Gardens for Wildlife  
Program in Mitchell Shire is  
facilitated by APS Mitchell & 
supported by Mitchell Shire  
Council, SW Goulburn Landcare &  
Euroa Arboretum.   
  

ôGardens for Wildlifeõ aims to provide 

support, encouragement and advice to 

people to help make their gardens friendly 

places for wildlife to visit and live.   
  

Even one wildlife-friendly garden can 

make a difference, but many gardens 

together can provide greater biodiversity 

along with areas of protection, habitat, 

and linkages across landscapes for wildlife 

to live and move safely.  
 

For further information visit the web page 

at  Gardens for Wildlife (G4W) Program | 

Environmental events and publications | 

Mitchell Shire Council  

 

EVENING MEETINGS 

3rd MONDAY OF THE MONTH 

(February to November unless otherwise 

advised) at the 

John Taylor Room, Kilmore Library,   

Sydney Street, Kilmore Vic 3764 

7:15 pm: Doors open 

 7:30 pm: main presentation  

 

Entry $2.00 Gold Coin 

Guest Speaker 

Door Prizes 

Plant Sales 

Use of the APS Mitchell free Library 

Supper & Chat 

VISITORS VERY WELCOME 

Members & Visitors are encouraged to bring 

along exhibits for our òShow & Telló Flower 

Specimen Table  (Please label plants). 

 

 

Welcome to the September newsletter! 

 

Thanks to all the contributions, especially to 

Gerry Ho for his garden visit article and 

writing up the August 18th meeting.  

 

ꞌ Please remember to renew your 

memberships (details page 16) 

 

Congratulations to all involved in the Plant 

Expo and Sale on Sat 6th Sept. There are a 

few photos on page 22. A more detailed 

review will be in the next newsletter. 

Happy reading, Mary & Warren 
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Meetings: 
July 21st  Meeting:  

Presenter: Mike Williams - Allan Cunningham, Botanist and his journeys 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Allan Cunningham was an early English 

Botanist (1791-1839) and explorer in the 

tropics and predominantly in areas of eastern 

Australia. He described 139 plant species 

from 5 genera. Other authors used his 

extensive plant collections to describe a 

further 317 species from 6 genera. 

Cunningham was born, on 13th July 1791 

in Wimbledon, London, England, the son of 

Allan Cunningham (head gardener 

at Wimbledon Park House).  He was 

educated at a Putney private school, 

Reverend John Adams Academy and then 

went into a solicitor's office (a Lincoln's Inn 

Conveyancer). Allan died of TB on the 27th 

June, 1839 in Sydney, aged 48. 

 

¶He obtained a position with William 
Townsend Aiton superintendent of Kew 
Gardens, and this brought him in touch 
with Robert Brown and Joseph Banks.  

¶On Banks' recommendation, Cunningham 
went to Brazil with James Bowie between 
1814 and 1816 collecting specimens 
for Kew Gardens.   

¶He was soon ordered to the colony of New 
South Wales and on 28 September 1816 he 
sailed for Sydney where he arrived on 20 
December 1816. He established himself 
at Parramatta.  

¶Botanist on Oxley's 1817 expedition 

¶Cunningham joined John Oxley's 1817 
expedition beyond the Blue Mountains to 
the Lachlan and Macquarie rivers and 
shared in the privations of the 1,200 miles 
(1,930 km) journey. He collected 
specimens of about 450 species and gained 
valuable experience as an explorer. 
Cunningham named the species Acacia 
pendula and Eucalyptus dumosa during this 
expedition. 

 

Prostanthera aspalathoides  

Lachlan Riverton 

 

Collected at Mt Aiton now call 

Narriah Mt which is west of 

Wyalong, 514 km from Sydney, 

about 6 hours by car. 

Also found in SA, Vic & Qld. 

Grows to 0.5 ð 1m 

Brachyloma daphnoides 

Lachlan River 

 

Also found in Vic & Qld 

Grows 1 ð 2 m 

Eremophila serrulata 

Lachlan River 

 

River starts in the Dividing 

Range above Cowra and goes 

past Forbes, eventually meeting 

the Murrumbidgee.  

Found in the interior of WA, 

NT, SA & NSW. Grows 2.5 m 

Photo Mike Beamish 

Melichrus erubescens 

Lachlan River 
 

Grows to 1 m 

Photo: central-west-nsw.naturemapr.org 

Ptilotus obovatus 

Mount Caley  

(~ 30 km east of Griffith) 
Also in Qld, SA, & WA 
Grows 0.5 ð 1 m 
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Allan Cunningham conté 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

September to December 1817 ð collecting around Paramatta 

Calytrix tetragona 

Sydney 

 

Widespread in WA, SA, Vic Tas 

& Qld. Grows 0.5-3m 

Photo: Brian Walters 

Eucalyptus acmenoides 

Port Jackson 

 

Common above Sydney up the 

east coast into Qld. Grows to 30m 

Photos: Bruce Gray 

Dodonaea viscosa 

Nepean River 

(becomes Hawksbury downstream) 

 

In Qld & Vic 

 

Photo: M Fagg 

Bauera rubioides 

Port Jackson (Sydney Harbour) 

 

Widespread in Qld, Vic, Tas & 

SA.  Grows to 2m 

Photo: gardeningwithangus.com.au 

Drosera binata 

Sydney 

 

Widespread in Qld, Vic. Tas & 

SA. Grows to 30 cm 

Photo: Jill Dark 
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Allan Cunningham conté 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lambertia uniflora 
King George Sound (Albany WA) 

 

Also found in the Stirling ranges. 

Grows to 3m 

Billardiera heterophylla 

King George Sound 
 

Widespread climber.  An invasive 
weed in parts of Vic. 

Botanist on P.P. King's 1817ð1818 circumnavigation voyages 

Cunningham travelled as the ship's botanist aboard HMS Mermaid under Phillip Parker King from 1817 to 
1820. The Mermaid was of only 85 tons, but sailing on 22 December 1817 they reached King George 
Sound on 21 January 1818. 

Towards the end of March 

the Goulburn Islands on the 

north coast were reached and 

many new plants were 

discovered. They 

reached Timor on 4 June 1818 

and, turning for home, arrived 

at Port Jackson on 29 July 

1818. Cunningham's 

collections during this voyage 

included about 300 species.  

 

Gyrostemon ramulosum 

Bay of Rest, Exmouth 

 

Prolific. Grows 0.5 - 5 m 

Darwinia diosmoides 

King George Sound 

 

Widespread in lower half of WA. 

Grows 0.3-1m 

Photo: earthpedia.earth.com 

Microcorys virgata 

King George Sound 

 

Widespread Albany, Esperance, & 

Hyden. Grows to 2m 

Exocarpos sparteus 

Bay of Rest, Exmouth 

 

Prolific. Grows 1 ð 4 m 

Hakea stenocarpa 

Bay of Rest, Exmouth 

 

Found along the west coast from 

Banbury to Geraldton, according 

to Florabase. Grows up to 1-2 m 

Ptilotus fusiformis 

Dampierõs Archipelago 
 

Widespread through the 

Kimberley area into NT 

Photo northqueenslandplants.com 

Photo: wikipedia.org 

www.greenadelaide.sa.gov.au www.ala.org.au 
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Allan Cunningham conté 

  

Dockrillia pugioniformis 

Illawarra District 

 

Gomphrena canescens 

Nth Goulburn Island 

 

Widespread through top end of 

WA. Ground cover to 1m 

Shortly after his return, 

Cunningham made an 

excursion south from 

Sydney, ascending the 

prominent peak of Mount 

Keira overlooking the 

Illawarra region and 

present day Wollongong 

Santalum obtusifolium 

Five Islands (Off coast at Port 

Kembla) 

 

Also Qld & Vic. Grows to 2.5 m 

Photo daleysfruit.com.au 

Duboisia myoporoides 

Five Islands 

 

Widespread along the east coast 

Qld. Grows up to 24m 

Pimelea spicata 

Liverpool 

 

Endangered 

Photo: Brian Walters 

Phillip Parker King 2nd voyage 25th Dec 1818 - 14th Feb 1819   Trip to Tasmania 

Nothofagus cunninghamii 

Pine Cove Tas (near Strahan) 

 

Wide area in south Tas & also in 
Vic rainforests (Otway & 

Strezelecki ranges). Grows 50m 

Photo yarraranges.vic.gov.au 

Olearia stellulata 

D Island  

 

Could be any one of 5 islands 

starting with D. Grows 2 ð 3m 

Richea sprengelioides 

Mt Wellington, Tas 

 

Widespread in alpine areas. 

Grows 1.2m 

Photo: wikipedia.org 
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Allan Cunningham conté 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Jacksonia thesioides 

Endeavour River 

 

Granite or sandstone areas from 

Cooktown down to Townsville 

small to 4m 

Photo: northqueenslandplants.org 

Phillip Parker King 3rd Voyage 8th May 1819  

Anchored at the Endeavour River [Cooktown] 27th June 1819 and returned to Sydney 

on the 12th Jan 1820  

 

Acacia humifusa 

Cleveland Bay 

 

Across top end of QLD, NT & 

WA 

3m x 6m 

Photo: northqueenslandplants.org 

Melaleuca foliolosa 

Cape Flinders (off Stanley Island) 

 

Found throughout Cape York 

Peninsula. Grows up to 10m 

Photo: northqueenslandplants.org 

Calytrix exstipulata 

Cambridge Gulf 

 

Widespread across top of WA 

also in NT & Qld. 

Grows 0.5-4.5m 

Mirbelia viminalis 

Cambridge Gulf (Kimberley coast) 

 

Widespread in the top of WA and 

into NT. Grows 0.5-2m 

 

Photo: northqueenslandplants.org 

Hibiscus geranioides 

Vansittart Bay Oct 1819 

 

Widespread in Kimberley area. 

Grows 1m 

Photo: APS NSW 

 

Grevillea agrifolia 

Lacrosse Island (off Kimberley Coast) 

 

Widespread across the Kimberley 

Grows 1-6m 

Photo: northqueenslandplants.org 
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Allan Cunningham conté 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Phillip Parker King 4th Voyage  14th June 1820- 9th Dec1820 

Ptilotus polystachyus 

Montague Sound  

(off coast of WA) 

 

Abundant across WA.  
Can reach 1.5m 

 

Acacia polystachya 

Port Bowan 

 

Found along the coast from 

Bowan down to Cairns. 

 3-25m 

Photo apps.lucidcentral.org 

 
Acacia crassicarpa 

Lizard Island (above Cooktown) 

 

From Torres Straight to Townville. 

6-25m 

Photo Anne Hoggett 

Dodonaea hispidulus ssp 

arida 

Prince Regent River 

 

Across the Kimberley. Grows 2m 

Boronia filicifolia 

York Sound 

 

Endangered (P2). Found in 

sandstone and quartzites. Heath 

and woodland. Grows 0.5m 

Photo Plants of South Australia 

 

Ptilotus exaltatus 

Careening Bay  

 

Abundant, found in 

all mainland states. 

Grows up to 1m Photo thespruce.com 

Dicanopteris linearis 

York Sound (off Kimberleys, 

south of Montague Sound) 

 

Peaty sand and amongst rocks 

in gorges, on cliff faes, in vine 

thickets. Grows 1-2m 

Comesperma 

flavum 

King George Sound  

 

From Geraldton to 

Esperance. Grows 

up to 1m 
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Allan Cunningham conté 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Acacia idiomorpha 
Dirk Hartog Island 
21/1/1822 

 

From Shark Bay to Lancelin 

Prostrate to 1m 

Phillip Parker King 5th voyage:  26th May 1821 ð 25th April 1822 

Calytrix strigosa 
Dirk Hartog Island  

(off coast from Denham) 
 

Abundant Denham to Perth. 

Grows up to 1.5m 

Solanum stelligerum  
Percy Island  

(off coast of Mackay) 
 

Widespread down east coast 

into NSW. Grows 2m 

Photo: apps.lucidcentral.org 

Comesperma 
integerrimum 
Rottnest Island 

 

Abundant, twining shrub.  

Grows0.3- 

Styphelia insularis 
Rottnest Island 

 

Port Dennison to Mandurah 
Grows 2m 

Gompholobium capitatum 
Oyster Bay (King George 

Sound) 
 

Widespread mainly in lower 

half of WA. Grows to 1m 

Thryptomene saxicola 

South/West Coast 

 

Scattered around east of 

Esperance, Albany and below 

Bunbury. 

Grows up to 1.5m 
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Allan Cunningham conté 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Cunningham 1st expedition 27th Sept 1822 ð 4th Jan 1823 

Second excursion to the Illawarra district Aug 1822 

Pultenaea polifolia 

 

Also found in Victoria.  

Erect to prostrate shrub 

Photo: wikipedia.org 

Westringia eremicola 

 

Widespread, also in Qld, Vic, & 

SA. Grows up to 1.5m  

Photo: Trevor Preston 

Eriostemon australasius 
 (Illawarra) 

 

Along the east coast, also in 

Qld. Grows 1-2m 

Photo: Brian Walters 

Cyanothamnus 

anemonifolia   

syn Boronia  

Regentõs Glen 

 Qld, Vic & Tas. Grows to 2m 

Zieria laevigata 

Regentõs Glen 

 

Qld, grows 1.5m 

Acacia lanigera 

Bathurst 

 

Also in Vic. Grows 2m 

Cheiranthera cyanea 

Nth of Bathurst 

 

Widespread and also in Qld & 

Vic. Grows 50cm 

Templetonia stenophylla 

Cudgegong River 

 

Also found in Qld, Vic & SA. 

Prsostrate to 0.5m 

Grevillea rosmarinifolia 

Coxõs River 

 

Widespread across lower half 

of NSW & into Vic.  

Photo: Brian Walters 

Photo: castlemaineflora.org.au 

Photo: identify.planetnet.org 

Photo: castlemaineflora.org.au 
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Allan Cunningham conté 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Cunningham did 5 more excursions around Sydney and Bathurst from Feb 1823-1824 

 

Cunningham & Oxley, Moreton Bay 1st - 27th Sept 1824 

Dysoxylum rufum 

Port Macquarie 

 

NSW, grows 20m 

Astrotricha longifolia  

Brisbane River  

 

Also NSW. Grows 3m 

Photo:  

friendsoflanecovenp.org 

Microsorum scolopendria 

Brisbane River 

 

Found in other countries 

Photo:  Inaturalist.org 

Boronia rosmarinifolia 

Peel Island 

 

Between Brisbane and Nth 

Stradbroke Is, also NSW 

Grows to 1m 

Photo:  commons.wikimedia.org 

Callistemon citrinus 

Moreton Bay 

 

Widespread in NSW & Vic 

Grows 1-3m 

 

Photo:  Jason Ingram 



AP S  Ne wsle tte r  S e p 2 0 2 5  P a ge | 11 

 

Allan Cunningham conté 

 

 

  

1825 North-West expedition to Liverpool Plains 29th March-17th June,  South-West 

of Tamworth 

Geijera parviflora 

Liverpool Plains 

 

Widespread in Qld, Vic & SA in 

dryer parts. Grows 10m 

Photo: Brian Walters 
10th Oct-Dec 1825 

North-West of 

Bathurst between 

Wellington Valley & 

Cudgegong 

headwaters 

Podolepis canescens  

Wellington Valley 

 

In all mainland states except Qld 

Cryptandra amara 

Wellington Valley 

 

Qld, Vic, Tas & SA 

Grows 1m 

Photo: Wikipedia.org 

Pleurosorus rutifolius 

Nth of Bathurst 

 

All states 

Photo: yarraranges.vic.gov.au 

Boronia mollis  

Nepean River 

 

Endemic to NSW 

Grows 0.5 ð 2m 

Photo:  Alan Fairley 

Pomaderris ligustrina 

Hunter River 

 

Widespread in Qld & Vic. 

Grows 1 ð 2m 

Photo:  Alan Fairley 

Hovea lanceolata 

 Hunter River 

 

Grows 3m 

Photo:  anbg.gov.au  

Melichrus urceolatus 

Liverpool Plains 

 

Abundant in Qld & Vic 

small 

Photo:  Dan Clarke 
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Allan Cunningham conté 

 

30th April 1827ð 31st Aug 1827 

Left to discover the Darling Downs, South-West of Tamworth 

Acacia adunca 

Stanhope/Wallangara 

 

Also in NSW, grows 2.5 ð 14m 

 

Photo: Wikipedia.org 

Grevillea robusta  

Moreton Bay 

 

Also in NSW, Grows 8-40m 

 

Photo: John Carter 

Hovea acutifolia 

West of Mount Warning 

 

Northern NSW & Qld 

Grows 4m 

Photo: Brian Walters 

Zanthoxylum 

brachyacanthum 

Toowoomba 

 

Also in NSW. Thorny trunk, 
vicious when young. Grows 15m 

 

Photo: Wikipedia.org 

7th June 1828 ð 14th Nov 

1828 Moreton Bay 

Cupaniopsis anacardioides 

Brisbane River 

 

Spread over large area. NSW & 

NT. Grows 11m 

Acacia podalyriifolia 

Brisbane River 

 

Qld, weed in other states 

Grows 2 - 6m 

Photo:  Alan Fairley 

From 1830 ð 1831 he 

did 4 more excursions 1 

Norfolk Is, Parramatta, 

Illawarra & Broken 

Bay. Blue Mountains 

to the Coxõs River 

  Alectryon tomentosus 

Brisbane River 

 

Rain forest tree, east coast and in 

NSW. Grows 15m 

Photo: keyserver.lucidcentral.org 
Photo: shuttershock.com 
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Allan Cunningham conté 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Species named by Cunningham 

Plant genera honouring Allan Cunningham 

 

Actinodium, Adenanthos, Angianthus, Araucaria, Archontophoenix, Banksia, Blandifordia, Cassinia, 
Casuarina, Cleistanthus, Coprosma, Corchorus, Crotalaria, Cryptocarya, Cyathea, Eucalyptus, Euploca, 
Gentianella, Gomphrena, Grevillea, Hibbertia, Lysiphyllum, Medicosma, Minuria, Nothofagus, Pennantia, 
Persoonia, Polyosma, Proiphys, Pultenaea, Scaevola, Senecio, Solanum, Tripladenia, Trochocarpa, & 
Verticordia. 
 
There are over 100 species that Cunningham named and there are land marks and memorials in his name 
eg. The federal seat of Cunningham in NSW, The locality of Allan in Qld, The Cunningham Hwy A15 
from Ipswich to Goondiwindi in Qld and Cunninghamõs skink. 
 
On his journey, Cunningham named many geographical landmarks including the Dumaresq 
River, Macintyre River, Condamine River, the Darling Downs, Mount Dumaresq and the Burrell 
or Gwydir River. He wrote in his diary that the lush grassland plains on the Darling Downs were ideal for 
livestock grazing. Exploring around Mount Dumaresq, Cunningham found a pass, now known as 
Cunninghamõs Gap 

Dillwynia sericea 

 

Photo: Dan Clarke 

Prostanthera 

cryptandroides 

Acacia rigens 

Photo: Wikipedia.org 

Bossiaea buxifolia 

Photo: grasslands.ecolinc.vic.edu.au 

Calytrix fraseri 

Photo: Wikipedia.org 

Hibbertia 

cunninghamii 

Photo: Wikipedia.org 

Crotalaria 

cunninghamii 

 

Photo:  ausemade.com.au 

Lysiphyllum 

cunninghamii 

 

Photo: Brian Walters 

Banksia 

cunninghamii 

Photo: Graham Fry 

Gomphrena 

cunninghamii 

Photo: Russell Cummings 

Actinodium 

cunninghamii 

Photo: kuranga.com.au 
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Meeting 18th August:  

 

Presenter: Viktor Faulknor, Wollert Community Farm 

Lead ð ònugal biik plants and seedsó 

 

If you have driven along the Hume Freeway in 

the direction of Seymour, past where the road twirls around Cragieburn 

Grassland Nature Conservation Reserve and the brickworks, you may 

have caught flashes of white in the corner of your eye amidst verdant 

paddocks on the sunburnt Cragieburn plains. These are the polytunnels 

and shade houses of nugal biik plants and seeds, an indigenous nursery 

set up in 2022 as part of Wollert Community Farm.  

 

When Viktor Faulknor, Wollert Community Farm Lead accepted our 

invitation to talk about nugal biik, I was elated. This was an opportunity 

to learn more about the new nursery in our òbackyardó, although it is 

properly located in Whittlesea Council area. There is a glaring gap east of 

Woodend on the Indigenous Plant Nurseries in Victoria1 map up to the 

Stateõs eastern border, as if some mighty being had smashed their way in 

fist first and scattered the nurseries on either side of the Great Dividing 

Range. And, while nugal biik does not exactly bridge the gap, one more 

nursery nearby doesnõt do any harmé  

 

Alas, it was not to be. After showing us aerial and cartographic visuals of 

the nursery, Viktor informed us that nugal biik is a production nursery 

and not a retail one, as zoning legislation does not permit any retail 

business on the property. Rather than selling to walk-in customers, his 

nursery supplies large quantities of stock to local councils, conservation 

and community groups, partner nurseries, natural resource management 

companies and so on. And they are scaling up, aiming to produce 1 

million forestry tubes per year from 500,000 currently.  

 

1 https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/home/indigenous-plant-nurseries-in-victoria 

ƴǳƎŀƭōƛƛƪΦƻǊƎΦŀǳ

ƴǳƎŀƭ ōƛƛƪ
Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜŘǎ

! ²ƻƭƭŜǊǘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ CŀǊƳ ōŀǎŜŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴ ƴǳǊǎŜǊȅ
ǇǊƻǇŀƎŀǝƴƎ ƛƴŘƛƎŜƴƻǳǎ ƅƻǊŀ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ
ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ƻŦ aŜƭōƻǳǊƴŜ

ƴǳƎŀƭōƛƛƪΦƻǊƎΦŀǳ

YŜȅ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇǎ

Å ¸ŀǊǊŀ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ ²ŀǘŜǊΥ ŦŀǊƳ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊΣ ŦǳƴŘŜǊΣ ƭŜǎǎƻǊ

Å IŜƛŘŜƭōŜǊƎ aŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎΥ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊΣ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊ

Dƻŀƭǎ

Å LƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴ ǘƻ рллΣллл ǘǳōŜǎ Ǉκŀ

Å CǳǘǳǊŜ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ м Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǘǳōŜǎ ǇκŀΚΚΚ
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Å 9ǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎƛƴƎ

tǳǊǇƻǎŜ

Å wŜǾŜƴǳŜ

¢ŀǊƎŜǘ ōŜƴŜŬŎƛŀǊƛŜǎ

Å CƛǊǎǘ bŀǝƻƴǎ ƭŜŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ
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Contributed by: Gerry Ho 

 

https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/home/indigenous-plant-nurseries-in-victoria
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nugal biik plants and seeds  conté 

ònugal biikó means òbelongs to the Earth,ó and reflects the nurseryõs 
goals in First Nations and conservation initiatives. Whittlesea Community 
Connections, one of the partners, has established nugal biik rangers, a 
Caring for Country program that connects primary and high school 
students of Aboriginal and Torres Straits Islander heritage to Aboriginal 
culture and Country via conservation, outdoor and Landcare activities.  

 

In the last year, nugal biik inducted 480 mini and junior rangers into this 
program. Their goal is to create pathways for participants to join the 
Wurundjeri Narrap Team, which conducts natural resource management 
and cultural activities in Wurundjeri Country. In 2024, nugal biik 
undertook ten adult ranger training sessions and organised First Nations 
barbeques. Viktor stressed that the program is in no way exclusive: the 
nursery hosted four schools visits, inviting over 250 students across 
demographic bands. These programs are funded by proceeds from 
nursery sales.  

 

The nursery has promoted nature conservation in the vicinity by engaging 
volunteers to restore Curly Sedge Creek, a waterway in Wollert significant 
for its population of its eponymous sedge, Carex tasmanica, which is listed 
as Endangered under the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1998 (FFG Act). 
The community farm has also set up a seed production area for local 
wildflower and grass species, which augments seed collection from wild 
populations and assures seed supply for nursery production. In 
partnership with Melbourne University and Council, Viktor says that seed 
production may extend to shrubs and trees. nugal biik receives funding 
for its conservation works (DEECA Greenlinks funding, $47,000; 
Commonwealth Urban Rivers grant, $192,000) and currently has 18 
volunteers working Wednesdays.  

 

Despite its fresh start, the nurseryõs production goals are lofty. Viktor 
showed us a slide with their stock list which was crammed with plant 
species. Viktor summarised the slide saying the nursery aims to produce 
all (if not most) of the local flora on the Victorian Volcanic Plains, where  
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nugal biik plants and seeds  conté 

the nursery is situated. As an aspiring botanist, I could not let it slide ñ I went online and downloaded their stock 
list, and this is the breakdown of their stock list:  

¶ 42 grasses 

¶ 13 groundcovers  

¶ 4 climbers and twiners  

¶ 48 small plants to 1 m tall  

¶ 22 small shrubs 1ð2 m tall  

¶ 25 small shrubs 2ð4 m tall  

¶ 8 shrubs 4ð6 m tall  

¶ 4 small trees 6ð12 m tall  

¶ 6 medium trees 12ð20 m tall  

¶ 8 large trees over 20 m tall  

¶ 23 semi-aquatic plants  

¶ 4 aquatic plants 
 

I am also pleased to report that the list boasts some òthreatened speciesó: Common Apple-berry Billardiera scandens 
(FFG Act: Endangered), Pale Swamp Everlasting Coronidium gunnianum (FFG Act: Critically Endangered), Fragrant 
Flax-lily Dianella longifolia var. grandis (FFG Act: Critically Endangered), Western Golden-tip Goodia medicaginea (FFG 
Act: Endangered) and Swamp Everlasting Xerochrysum palustre (FFG Act: Critically Endangered; Environment Protection 
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999: Vulnerable), among others.  

 

The roadmap for Wollert Community Farm has literally been a rocky one; its inception has been seven years in the 
making. The Farm was first envisioned as an orchard ñ however, the clayey and rocky substrate precluded most 
forms of horticulture. After some head scratching and a slew of risk assessments, the committee decided on nursery 
production, as a nursery can operate òoff the groundó. 

 

 

Collaboration to get the project running was not exactly smooth sailing either. From the original four partners, two dropped out or reduced their stake in the Farm, with 
Yarra Valley Water and Whittlesea Community Connections remaining to hold the torch. nugal biik became the genesis of the nursery, with $1.5M funding from DELWP 
in 2020 and partners, much of which went into infrastructure.  

 

 

ШũŸŰŊ
ƓũċŰŰŔŰŊ
ŢŸƨƖŰĲǃ

[ċƖůШcƨĤ
ůċƚƣĲƖШƓũċŰ
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nugal biik plants and seeds conté 

 

Despite the ramp up in production, challenges remain. Viktor ruefully told us that the nursery experienced copper theft just days before his talk, leaving the establishment 
without electrical power. And the wind sweeping down the plains and acting as a desiccating force ñ we in the audience nodded knowingly, all too well aware how 
Kilmore Gap drives weather patterns to the south.  

 

By this time, with the intimacy of a small audience, the talk had given way to a dialogue between Viktor and the audience. Someone suggested planting a row of windbreak 
around the nursery (which I thought was a fantastic idea, although the nursery will have to keep an eye on potential recruitment of trees and shrubs ñ nugal biik is 
situated on Plains Grassland, a treeless Ecological Vegetation Class on the Victorian Volcanic Plain bioregion2.) 

 

What of the future of Wollert Community Farm and nugal biik? Viktor explained that the property occupies 160 ha, which gives them plenty of room for expansion and 
for future projects, with some vegetable production in the plans. The Farm also benefits from the neighbouring water treatment plant, from which it draws recycled water, 
and from a green waste facility, which converts commercial wastes from Epping Wholesale Market to green energy. The nursery itself may increase its seed provenance 
regime, collecting from regional populations rather than local ones. This will surely signal a coming-of-age for any nursery, when it concerns itself more with the process 
of creating genetic diversity ñ lost or subdued with fragmenting wild populations ñ rather then with the mere persistence of local populations3.  

 

Viktor rounded up the evening with the principle behind Wollert Community Farm: A place for the community to connect, learn and prosper through environmental and cultural 
activities. As the Farm Lead, he highlighted the rubric underpinning this principle:  

¶ Food security  

¶ Well-being and empowerment  

¶ Circular economy  

¶ Training and employment  

¶ Biodiversity  

¶ First Nations 
 

Even though backyard gardeners may not be buying their plants from nugal biik any time soon, I feel that the Farm will be playing a part in our lives up in North Central 
not too far away. The next time you help out with revegetation in a local restoration project, look at the label that comes with a forestry tube. It may proudly say ònugal 
biik plants and seedsó. 

 

 

 

2 https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0029/48755/VVP_EVCs_combined.pdf 
3 For example, see Rogers, D. L. (2004). Genetic erosion: No longer just an agricultural issue. Native Plants Journal, 5(2):112ï122. https://npj.uwpress.org/content/5/2/112 
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Open Garden Visit, Ocean Grove, Bellarine Peninsula, 19 July 2025 

It is seldom too far for a visit to an indigenous garden was what I thought as my partner and I motored along 

Princes Freeway towards Geelong on a sunny winterõs morning. Besides, it has been ages since we visited Bellarine 

Peninsula, and it will be good to be back, even if it was only for a day.  

 

We eased into Woodlands Drive, a strip of verdant acre blocks holding up against the gentrification carpeting the 

peninsula. We were a little ahead of time, and joined a few people milling behind a gate with a òLand for Wildlifeó 

plaque ñ a slightly anxious gentleman clutching a clipboard together with a more composed lady, who I guessed 

were the owners of the property ñ chatting with a couple of visitors cloaked against the vagaries of bayside 

weather. Naomi Wells, the Gardens for Wildlife Coordinator, whose ebullience electrified the rustic setting, 

welcomed us. We talked shop for a while, with her bounding away intermittently to greet the new arrivals trickling 

in.  

Soon, forty-odd participants had turned up. Naomi 

called all to attention and introduced us to Pete 

Sullivan and Chris Tsernjavski, the owners. Pete and 

Chris gave us a rundown of the history of the property. 

When they purchased the acre block around two 

decades ago, it was an eclectic mix of exotic, native and 

indigenous plants ñ there were Agapanthus and palms 

along the driveway, but also Yellow Gums Eucalyptus 

leucoxylon, Manna Gums E. viminalis and Lightwood A. 

implexa.  

 

Along with the rebuilding of a new 

dwelling, Pete and Chris began to redress 

the landscape. Out went the Agapanthus 

and palms, but not everything ñ they 

retained some exotic and non-indigenous 

trees (Pete was very fond of a Queensland 

Bottle Tree in a courtyard), and replaced 

others with species indigenous to the area, 

such as Silver Banksia Banksia marginata 

(which is a fantastic food source for birds, 

insects and mammals). Pete and Chris 

rebuilt the shrubby layer too (which 

provides shelter for small birds), with 

species such as Hop Goodenia Goodenia ovata, Sticky Hop-bush Dodonaea viscosa, 

Twiggy Daisy-bush Olearia ramulosa and Common Correa Correa reflexa.  

 

Given the sizeable patch of grassland on the property, the pair does not have a mower; instead, they made do with a 

brush cutter, which was used to good effect. When the pasture was cut back, native grasses ñ Weeping Grass 

Microlaena stipoides var. stipoides and Wallaby Grasses Rytidosperma spp. sprang up. The northern half of the property 

is now a veritable open woodland, which will surely be spectacular in Spring, with Chocolate Lily Arthropodium 

strictum, Bulbine Lily Bulbine bulbosa, Drumsticks Pycnosorus globosus, Cranberry Heath Styphelia humifusa, Purple Coral-

pea Hardenbergia violacea, Spiny-headed Mat-rush Lomandra longifolia and Yam Daisies Microseris spp. adding to the 

palette. Logs and fallen limbs have been left to provide habitat for fauna.  

Gardens for Wildlife: An open garden Visit 
 

Yellow Gums with hollows 
Photo by Gerry Ho 

Photo by Wun Ho 

Olearia ramulosa & Correa reflexa 

Photo by Gerry Ho 
 

By Gerry Ho 

Photo by Wun Ho 
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Open Garden Visit, Ocean Grove cont.. 

They must have spent a small fortune purchasing 

plants, I mused. òNo, no,ó Pete laughed, òwe grow 

most of our stuff back here,ó as he led us to the 

south of the property where a plant nursery and 

vegetable garden sit. Besides tending to their 

garden, Pete and Chris volunteer their time at 

Ocean Grove Nature Reserve a few hundred 

meters north of Woodlands Drive, which they are 

helping to revegetate. We made a stop at the 

reserve after Pete and Chrisõs ñ a quick one, as 

the winter sun was retreating and a front moving 

in by then ñ and I recommend that it be on the 

itinerary for anyone visiting the Bellarine Peninsula.  

 

The genesis for their garden for wildlife project 

arose when they decided to relocate: òWe 

wanted a bush block,ó Chris said, and they have 

long had an interest in native plants. Seeing 

potential in the property, they set about 

rebuilding the dwelling and landscape. Did they 

get professional advice? I asked. òNo, I was a 

landscaper,ó Pete chuckled, so it became a DIY 

project that continues to this day. It wasnõt 

smooth sailing all the way. As he showed off a 

pond a frog would be proud to call home ñ 

complete with rocks, riparian and aquatic plants 

such as Knobby Club-rush Ficinia nodosa, Water 

Ribbon Cycnogeton spp., Common Nardoo 

Marsilea drummondii and Running Marsh Flower 

Ornduffia reniformis ñ Pete said his first attempt had to be completely rebuilt: it drained too quickly, until he 

reworked the foundation and laid pond liner. Now, the pond houses Southern Pygmy Perch Nannoperca australis and 

Murray River Rainbowfish Melanotaenia fluviatilis (òfor the mosquito larvaeó) and is visited by ducks and herons.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Garden towards the east 
Photo by Gerry Ho 

Photo by  Gerry Ho 

Photo by Gerry Ho 














